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INTRODUCTION

This is a short histofy of a typical inland district of the Eastern
Province of Southern Nigeria in the early days of colonial rule. It is
based on a number of annual reports and handing over notes between the years
1907 and 1913 and supported by two contemporary maps. They cover a period
of peaceful consolidation following the Arochuku expedition of 1901-2 which
had brought most of the Biafran hinterland under Protectorate control. The
gradual campletion of this process can be seen if we compare the two maps.
The first, based on material collected prior to 190:’*'; gives a mass of detail
as far north as Owerri, Bende and Afikpo with a blank space beyond crossed
only by a trace leading to a non-existent lake and with similar inaccuracies
along its southern margin.(l) The objective of the Bende/Onitsha hinterland
expedition of 1906 had been to open up this area but its activities were ex-
pended only on its south western corner and the area further north had to
awai‘}: the Niger Cross River expedition of 1908-9. By 1910 however, as can
be s;aen from that map, we have the names and correct locaticns of all the to-ns
and major villages in this large area and their distribution between the old'er
districts of Bende and Afikpo and the newly established ones of Okigwi and

Udi. The only empty spaces left were along the boundary between the two Pro-

‘tectorates. Within each district the multitude of little independent local

communities were brought together into the larger executive and judicial

units called Native Courts under a system of local government later known as
Direct Rule. At the same time the footpaths connecting these courts and other
administrative and commercial centres were cleared and converted into ‘'roads'

along which government officers and ordinary folk could move in relative safety.

1. The trace and towns along it properly belong to the Awgulu and Isuofia
areas of the Awka district 30 miles further west, while towns like Abiriba
and Item along the northern boundary of the Bende district were trans-
lated northward into the Afikpo district.
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One travelled snail-like, taking one's household with cne, sleeping in sheds
("Government Rest Houses') .built at strategic points along the way. District
Commissioners and their Assistants then, as later, spent most of their time

“touring'' in this .manner, visiting the towns and villages in their district,

explaining the Native Court system to them and in the first few years of their

administration plotting their position on the maps which were incorporated into

the more comprehensive publications compiled by Stanford. Thereafter their
major preoccupations, as can be seen from these reports, involved the super-
vision of the Native Courts and the maintenance of the '"roads' and of any
potentially navigable rivers in their district. Commmication with other dis-
tricts end with Provincial Headquarters at Calabar was by telegraph or by a
mail runner on a bicycle. There was no electricity and no cold storage ex-
cept at the major Nigerian ports. Europeans and any Africans who wished to
emulate their way of life had to light their houses with carbide or oil lamps
and to rely mainly on tinned food. These tins had to be specially imported
and were usually brought out to the country by the officer on his return from
leave, and in sufficient quantities to last for the whole of his tour. Such
provisions were made up into 60 1b. cases and transferred to 'chop boxes"

which could be padlocked against any pilferage while in storage.

This early period was brought to an end by the amalgamation of the two
Protectorates of Northem and Southern Nigeria in 1914 and by the outbreak of
the First World War in the same year, which roughly coincided with the advent

of the railway and the motorcar.

The period which succeeded it between the two Viorld Wars, which was when
I was in the Administrative Service, was one of transition. Prices in the
local markets had beccme geared to those of the outside world, which moved
from boom to slump conditions. Whitehall and therefore the Nigerian Govern-
ment were ruled by pre-Keynesian economic theory, budgets had to be balanced

and subsidies from the home Government were taboo. Direct taxation had been

.
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introduced and compulsory labour for the construction of roads and buildings
abolished. The new local government system was referred to as "Indirect Rule'
or 'Native Administration". Districts had now become Divisions and we were
now called District Officers and our superiors were Residents; but the local
people still called us D.C.s and their Native Courts still remained the prin-
cipal instrument of local government. Communication was by telegraph
and we still spent most of our time on tour, but we now travelled in motor-
cars and our servants and household effects followed or preceded us in 30 cwt.
lorries. Paraffin buming frigidaires had made their appearance, . .. we could
buy most of our "tinmed chop' from the local ''factories'" and we were no longer

expected to mess together when back in our stations.

I found the reports and notes when I took over the division in 1935,
hidden away in the back of a cupboard in my office, a forlom little bundle
still tied together wir.h'olzsolete red, or rather pink, tape. They were the
only reports of this date I have encountered, for those which should have been
in gther district offices had long since disappeared, '"eaten by white ants"
was the usual explanation. So I made copies of them, as I felt they were of
some historical value, and this was fortunate for when I returned to the region
in 1965 they had gone, "transferred to the Regional Archives, Enugu' was the
new explanation; but the staff of this Department were unable to trace them
for me and I doubt if they or other similar records survived the ravages of
the Biafran War. The report for 1909 and various appendices and statistics
were missing but apart from this they were complete, though riddled with
clerical and typing errors and misreadings of the D.C.'s drafts. For they
were the duplicate copies and no-one had bothered to add the corrections which
would have been made to the original cop); by the D.C. when he vetted it before
signing and dispatching it to the P.C.'s office. I have reproduced them here
as I found them, only adding,in the case of a few of the more obvious errors,

suggested amendments in brackets. In style they were brief and to the point
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and their contents were organised under a limited number of headings which
followed a pattern that survived with little change to later periods. They
began with Head I "Attitude of the Natives", re-named '‘Political”, followed
by Head II "Judicial" and they ended with Head X 'Miscellaneous'. The inter-
vening headings and their order were more varied: Head IX "Expeditions" dis-
appeared, to be replaced by '"Agriculture" and "Forestry'; Head IV ''Roads and
Creeks" became Head IX in 1911 and in 1912 split into Head VIII "Public Works
and Roads" and Head IX 'Waterways'. But in 1913 interest in Watenvays had
ceased and Head IX now became 'Miscellaneous'. The names of twelve D.C.s
appeared with remarkable frequency under Head VIII ''Changes of Staff'' and in
the schedules which replaced il in 1912 and 1913. The posting of officers
h;:wevef remained a problem which P.C.s and their successors were never able
to solve, and changes of staff wére j-ust as frequent in my day when the tour
‘of duty had been i.ncreased‘ from 12 to 18 months. By this time the names of
most of the earlier D.C.s and A.D.C.s had been forgotten. One, Crawford
Cockburn, under his nickname of '"Rustybuckle" found its way into club folklore
as a legendary trickster to whom all practical jokes at the expense of superior
officers w;zre attributed; one, Frank Hives, achieved temporary notoriety as

the author of a best seller, Juju and Justice in Nigeria; one, J.C. Cotton,

gave his name to a 'Hellfire'" sauce; and one, Farmer Cotgrave, was only remem-

bered as the D.C. who was rurdered by a mad policeman.



The area between the Imo and the Cross Rivers which camprised the
administrative district of Bende was a marginal one where tropical rain
forest was giving way to quinea savannah and where in the distant past
Isuama Ibo, expanding. across the Imo River, had met and fused with Northern

Ibibio and other Cross River peoples who had previously drifted into the

.area from that river. Traditions pointed to Ibeku, in the present Umahia

area,"and to Ngwa Uku further south in the Olcko native court area as the

original places of settlement and referred to the crossing in a myth which
told of people migrating eastwards who came to a large river. The water
in the river wes low and same of them made haste to ford it. The rest
Falitad to moest e eat thele yams, | By tha tlie they Tadefinisie the
weter had risen and wes too deep for them to cross. So the ones who had
already crossed it called themselves the Ngwa (the Ibo for quick) and
those who had remzined on the western side the Onuhu (an abbreviation for
"eaters of roast yems"). Tne Ngwa tribe claimed this name as exclusively
theirs, insisting that the Ibo of the Ibeku centre had crossed later and
were therefore Ohuhu; to the Ibeku the only Ohuhu on t;he eastern side of
the ri@ were the Okaiuka and Umihu, two sub tribes that lay between them

and the Imo and which had been the last to rove across.

Fram Ibeku same groups had moved across the broken country drained by
the Imyang (Enyong) and its tributaries to the high ground between it and
the Cross River. Here they had absorbed unnamed Cross River elements to
became the Cross River group of Ibo. The tribes known as Ohaffia and
Abiriba, with the Abam who had remained in the valley between them and
Bende “station, were included in the Bende distritt to form the Ebem Native

Court Area; the Ada (Edda) group of tribes to their north were placed in



the Afikpo district while those to the south, the Ihe, Ututu and Arochuku,

were in the Arochuxu district.

Other Ibo had expanded eastward from the Ibekwu centre following the
southern margin of the Inyang valley, absorbing the Northern Ibibio settle-
ments they foud in their path. This northern group of Ibibio claiméd that
they had originally lived in the Arochuku area, where some of them still
remain as the small tribes of Makor and Okwankasim. The rest moved west-
ward on both sides of the Inyang River, those on the northern side settling
along a ridge that carried part of the track that led from Arochuku to
Bende and being known as Itu Mbuzo (to distinguish them from the Itu on
the Cross River). Those on the southern side became concentrated in the
area called Bende Ofufa after ‘1ts principal village. From here they had
spread north, west and south to establish villages subseguently absorbed
by the Ibo expansion. One of these whose founders came from Bende Ofufa
became the swall Tho speaking tribe of Bende, vhere the district head- |
quarters were established.

Most of the Ibo speaking tribes south of the Inyang River, together
with the three Northern Ngwa subtribes of Ngwa Uku, Nsulu, and Ntigha and
the Ibibjo speaking Bende Ofufa group, were combined together under the
Oloke) native court. This court initially included the tribes of Olokoro,
Ubakala, Ibekwu and Ohuhu (Okajuka and Umuhu) but a court was soon estab-
lished for them at Umuzhia (Omohia) village of the Olokoro tribe. When
in 1914 the eastern railway was built through the Bende district this
name of Umizhia was wrongly given to its station in the Ibekwu area and
to the township that grew up around it, which subsequently became the head-

quarters of the Bende division and of the Umuzhia province.

Expansion from the Ngwa Uku centre was equally massive but mainly
southward into uninhabitec forest until it reached the Ndokki and Asa

tribes bordering the lower Imo. On their eastern side the Ngwa had absorbed



the Mooko villages of the Northern Ibibjo and established a fighting
frontier with the Northem Otoro tribe of the Westexn or Anang Ibibio that
had expanded northward from the Abak area till it reached the Arriam

(Exriam) and Usaka (Osuku) villages of the Oloko area.

Other Isuama Ibo groups had moved across the Imo River above the
Ibeku to settle in the hilly country to the east of Okigwi as the Isu-ikwu-ato
(Isu of the three (ato) clans (ikwu)), the Isu of these reports, and they had
expanded southward towards Ibekwu as the large towns of Nkpa and Uzuakoli.
Other smaller Ibo groups had moved beyond them along the high ground north
of the Igu valley towards Abiriba, where they became the tribes of Alayi
and Item. Same of the Alayi moved down into the savannah plain to the north
as the towns of Ugwu Eke and Ezi %, referred to in the 1908 report. The
Item had split. Part moved down into the nortﬁem plain, part moved south
across the Igu to settle between Uzuakoli and Bende as the Ozu Item tribe.
211 these tribes in the north eastern part of the district seem to have
been originally attached to Bende Native Court. Later in the 1920s they

were given a court of their own at Akoli Ufu Alayi.

In the 1930s, when tribal cohesion was beginning to revive, the adminis-
tration distinguished seventeen tribes of varying sizes which it referred to
as clans. This was after the district, now referred to as a division, had
been reduced by the alteration of divisional boundaries in response to these
tribal sentiments. The Isu-ikwu-ato tribe, which till then had been divided
between the Okigwi and the Bende divisions, regrouped itself. Most of the
tribe was included in the Okigwi and only the Umimenyi section (e.q.
Akollita and the towns of Nkpa and Uzuakoli) remained in the Bende. Simi-
larly in the Oloko native court area the three Ngwa subtribes joined the
rest cof their tribe and became part of the Aba division, while the Bende
Ofufa villages became part of the Ibibio speaking division of Ikot Ekpene

as the Nkalu clan and at long last were given a court of their own.



Wnen the Protectorate was established tribal solidarity was at a low
ebb and defined in barely remembered myths, and by conventions similar to
those found in other segmentary and chiefless societies, which were said
to regulate fighting within and between their primary segments, the large
villages or groups of smaller villages referred to in the reports as “towns".
In the Bende district homicide within a town was tabu, the killer was given
the alternative of hanging himself or going into exile. Fighting between
its camonent villages or wards was restricted to the use of sticks, stones,
bird arrows or other non lethal weapons. In warfare between towns which
considered themselves related (i.e. were of the same tribe) t:hé bodies of
the dead had to be left intact for their relatives to collecf. and bury.

In warfare between unrelated towns the victor could take the head of his
"enemy as a trophy and could remve as much as he could of the body for sale

as meat in the local markets.

This was the situation that prevailed in most of the Eastern Province.

Each town, and there were over two hundred in the Bende district alone, con-
side_t;en' itself an autonorous, politically independent unit, on its quard
against its neighbours and ready to resist by force of arms any attempts
to encroach upon its territory. Fighting between such cammunities however
tended to be indecisive, since the contestants were normally of relatively
equal size and strength. If they were not there was no point in fichting,
the weaker town finding it more profitable to become absorbed by the
stronger and becare one of its segments or to became similarly attached to
one of its neighbours. In any case no community was wealthy enough to
maintain a state of active warfare for long. For although each town might
censider itself autonamous it was econamically dependent on trade with its
neightours and with the world beyond. Fighting was no longer with spears

t with quns; guns needed powder and both had to be bought. This depen-
dence on trade meant that the whole region was held together by a wider

and looser political system based on a network of markets and interconnecting
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trade routes and on conventions which enforced free trade and free access
to markets with sanctions that were econamic rather than political and
far more effective for that reason. The avoidance or boycott of their

markets was a sure means of forcing two warring towns to come to teums

.with each other or at least to abandon open hostilities.

Access to markets might be free but few people dared to travel any
distance. Once outside his own territory a man became a stranger lacking
any protecting clansmen and liable to be ambushed and sold awaey as a slave
or be killed to provide a head trophy for a would-be warrior. Only those
camunities which had built up a system of safe conduct along their route
could risk travelling far, and in the Bende area these were the
Tten and Abiriba tribes, scme Ohaffia and Abam tons, and above all the
Arochuku tribe of the adjacent division. These Aro people in the course
of the two preceding centuries had came to daminate the trade of the
Biafran h.interland, much as the Umnri tribe of Northern Ibo had monopo-
lised the trade of that part of the country. Unlike other Cross River
tribes who had only succeeded in trading in one particular direction fmn .
their hame base, each Aro village traded in its own p;arr.icular direction
so that collectively they covered almost the whole area between the Lower
Niger and Benue and the delta margin. With the advent of the overseas
slave trade these contacts enabled them to buy slaves from the whole of the
Niger—Cross River hinterland and to bring them by routes which converged
upon Bende market, whence they could be distributed to the "up river"
rarkets on the delta margin, where they were sold to traders fram the
cocastal states that traded direct with the overseas slavers: Depending on
the prices offered at these Biafran ports, slaves could be routed west-
ward across the Ino and then down through the Etche country and across
the Otamini River to Isoba and other Kalabari markets on the New Calabar
River, or southward through Oloko and the southern Ngwa to the Bonny markets

on the Lower Imo, or eastward through Arochuku and across the Cross River



to the Efik markets at Uset on the Old Calabar River. By the 19th century
there were Aro settlements in Bande, in these terminal markets and along
the routes leading to them, to the Ummnri trading area and to the Niger
{at Oguta). Most were small but same, like Aro Ndizorgu in the Upper Imo
valley, had become far larger than the home commmity through the absorp-
tion of slaves from the adjacent Ummnri area. All were able to exercise a
great deal of influence upon the people in their respective localities,

particularly in the dissemination of news and inforzmation.

‘Early Historv

The Aro like the coastal states were opposed to any Puropean penetra-
tion of the hinterland, being well aware that this would destroy their
monopoly of its more lucrative trade, namely palm oil in bulk and European
imports in the case of the cocastal states, guns and gunpowder and other
valuable imports in the case of the Aro. They also enjoyed the menopoly
of the internal slave trade (which the goverrment was determined to abolish)
and the exploitation of their judicial oracle and tutelary deity Chuku
Ibinokpabi, known to Europeans as the "Long Juju”. To the Oil Rivers
traders, whether African or Buropean, the Aros were the people who con-
trolled the hinterland and government officers and other Puropeans wanting
to penetrate it could be excused for believing that, as with Benin in the
Western Delta or Ashanti on the Gold Coast, the Aro formed a military
state which would have to be subdued before the protectorate coulé be ex-

tended inland.

But the Arochuku tribe was an organisation of traders; it had no use
for a military establishment or for the other institutions of a centralised
state. The raiders of wham they made use or rmore camonly hired out to
other communities to use were young men anxious to prove their fighting

qualities. They were recruited from the neighbouring Cross River Ibo



tribes, the Ada, the Ohaffia and the Abam, and their name spread terror
throughout the Ibibio and most of the Northemn and Southern Ibo count.ry.‘
Most of these raids were, as far as the Aros were concerned, business
transactions in which an Aro entrepreneur wes paid to pmvid.e a raid.

(His work involved recruiting the raiding force and guiding it to and from

the place where the action was to take place.)

By 1901 the protectorate govermment, which till then had only managed
to move along the principal waterways, felt strong enough to move overland
and by force if that was necessary. It had already established a station
at Akwete at the navicjable limit of the Imo River and a post further inland
in southern Ngwe. An 2bam raid on the neighbouring village of Gbegu pro-
vided the justification for an expedition to subjugate the Aro power that
had organised it and that was believed to control the Ibo and Ibibio heart-
land. The raié was described as "a most deplorable massacre of same 400
men, wanen and children" in a despatch which continued "The Aros had long

weatened to attack the tribes friendly to the goverrment and though the
people of Obegu had been warned to keep careful watch they were caught na::-
ping by a conglamerate force of the verious sections of the Aro tribe to-
gether with other Ibos unfriendly to them and the town was destroyed with
the slaughter above mentioned”. Actually, as the subsequent trial of the
ringleaders disclosed, none of the nineteen Arochuku villages had anything
to do with it. The action took place in a frontier area where the Ngwa:
tribe was expanding against the Asa tribe and where older and newly estab-
lished villages were striving to define their territories and their tribal
allegiances. The villages of Akanu (now Ngwa) and Ogwe (now Asa) and Ehia

(= Thie Ngwa) contracted with an Aro, Wosu Torti, who was settled in the

Probably because of their different method of fighting. Most Ibo and
Ibibio fought on their boundaries, using their quns and keeping at a
distance fram their enemies. In the Cross River area they attacked
villages and having used their quns, closed with their enemy using their
short two edged machets. ’ 3



Olokoro area of the Bende district to bring a force of Abams to help them
in their fight against the large Asa village of Obegu. The raiders were
recruited from the town of Idima Abam just north of Bende and Wosu's
brother Okoro guided them there and back. The Obegu casualties were pro-
bably not as great as reported. When I discussed the raid with sane of

the Idima elders who had taken part in it, they said that they had captured
and hrought back with them to Idima many of the Cbegu men and wamen and
settled them 1n 1dima, for they wanted to increase its population which had
been reduced by a dysentry epidemic. The military patrol that later visited
Idima asked these Obegu people if they wanted to remain in Idima, but they
all preferred to return to Obegu and its elders decided to join the Ngwa
tribe because the other Asa villages had not supported them in the fighting

against Akanu and Thie. However all this was brought out later.

To .avenge the maésacre a military expedition was mounted against the
_ hArochuku .tribe. Two military colums set out respectively from Akwete and
Oguta; they met at Owerri and marched- together on to Bende, where they
were joined by a third colum which haé come fram Unwana on the Cross River.
.They had met with no organised large scale opposition to their movements,
only attempted embushes and attacks from same but by no means all of the
towns on their respective routes. By December they were ready to advance
on Arochuku. A fourth colum operating from Itu attacked it on the l4th
December, only to find that it consisted of nineteen dispersed and un-
fortified villaces. Its menfolk fought as best they could to defend their
homes but their guns were no match for the rifles, the two Maxims and the
two field guns of the 26 officers and 1729 African rank and file of the
Southern Nigeria Regiment. All was over by the 25th Decerber. As with
the other Ibo ané Ibibio towns that tried to oppose them, their numbers
and fire power were far too weak to make any irpression on a military
colum, and they were quite unable to cambine into larger units. Each
town or small tribe had to make its own separate decision as to whether it




would cooperate with or resist the protectorate forces, and many found it
hard if not impossible to make the same decision as .thei.r neighbours who,
as often as not, were their more jmmediate enemies. For instance the
coimn fram Unwena when passing Mgh the Ada Ohaffia borderland found
the men of Ngusu.hda and Okagwe Ohaffia in entrenched positions. . . T‘ney
were facing not the colum but each other and they asked the soldiers to

*

cantinve an their way so that they could get on with their own war.

Since Arochuku was not the capital of a military state its subjuga-
tion did not bring about a collapse of resistance to the "opening up" of
the country. Before this could be canpleted it was pecessary for the
government to deal with each camuinity separately and to demonstrate its

invincibility in every part of the region. The expediticnary force split

" up again into separate colums which marched through the areas previously

defined as being under Aro control. By the end of January 1902 they had
returned _to their bases and these areas were therecafter acministered as

the districts of Owerri,Aba, Bende, Afikpa, Arochuku, Ikot Expene, Abak

and Uyg. The losses whether reckaned in human or financial texms were
negligible on both sides except in the case of guns. Casualties for
warriors expert in jungle warfare were slight; the colonial forces never
even attempted to estimate them, listing only their own. Towns and villages,
once convinced that the protectorate forces were invincible, hastened to .
prevent ANy destruction of their hames by making their peace with them and
this was nomally conditicnal on the surrender of their guns. Those Xe—

corded in the High Camissioner's telegram of 1902 amounted to 6,000.

The southern part of the Eastern Province had been broucht under con-
trol but there remained the area to the north of Owerri and Bende districts
and to the east of the central province's districts of Onitsha and Awka.

In 1905 3 two pronged expedition was mounted with military colums moving

Cammmnication from Chief Exe Kalu of Ohaffia, who was sexving as a guide
for the colum.
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from Onitsha and Bende and coming together in the southern part of this
area. The Bende colum left Bende and followed the trade route leading

to Okigwi and Awka until it reached Nkpa and then turned west and crossed
the Imo to join with the colum that had came from Awka at Onicha Dim Neze,
the senior town of the Ugbama tribe of Isuama Ibo. Apart fram the sub-
colum referred to in Hives's report (Enclosure I) the expedition »;'as en-
gaged in pacifying this densely populated country on the west side of the
Imo and in particular the Ahiara tribe, which haé¢ just murdered the D.M.O.
Owerri district. (According to local legend Dr. Stewart, the D.M.O., made
the mistake of being separated fram his loads and their carriers. In
bicycling to rejoin them he lost his way ard rode into an Ahiara ambush.)
This was followed by the establishment of a military post at Umuduru which
in 1908 was removed north across the Imo to Okigwi, which became the head-
quarters of a new district in 1908. The subcolurm that rerazined in the
Bende district patrolled the area on the eastern side of the Imo occupied
by the Ohulm tribe. It was not in any sense a political unit, nor were
its carponent subtribes of Umwokpara, Umuhu and Okaiuka. Each of their
townsor large villages had to make its own decision whether to support or
oppose the patrol. Most of them seem to have been undecided. There were
no serjous military engagements, merely a display of superijor military
power on the part of the patrol. What wes irpressive was the speed with
which these local comunities made their peace with the coverrment forces
once they were convinced of the futility of resistance. There is an Ito
proverb best translated as "If you can't beat them join them" and the ad-
vantages that might accrue to a rival group that had the protectorate

government on its side made delay inadvisable.‘

There was no further military activity in Berde district. The detach-

ment of the Southern Nigeria Regiment which had been cuartered there after

«
Note the role of the "friendly Omopara chief" in the case of the town
of Amugugu and its juju in Hives's report. (Document No. 1)
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the Arochuku expedition was removed presumably to Okigwi, which became

the base for a series of patrols against the tribes further north; these
continued until 1914. The Bende district remained undisturbed, its annual
reports stating with monotonous regularity that the attin;ie of the Natives
®js satisfactory” (1907), "generally most friendly® (1908),"friendly" (1910)

arxi thereafter cease to refer .to it.
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CHAPTER 2: THE ADMINISTRATION

The years 1902 to 1904 saw the establishment of the Bende and the ad-
jacent districts and the development of a uniform pattern of local govern-—
ment for the whole of the protectorate of Southern Nigeria. The country
was divided into three provinces, Western, Central and Eastern, each in the
charge of a Provincial Camissioner, and these into districts in the charge
of District Comissioners. On the amalgamation of the Northern and Southern
Protectorates in 1914 these three provinces were broken down into nine new
ones, the Central province becaming the provinces of Warri, Benin and
Onitsha, and the Eastern those of Calabar, Ogoja and Owerri. The districts
remained unaltered except along the former Northemand Southern boundary.
Bende was grouped with the Degama, Ahcada, Aba, Owerri and Okigwi districts
to form the Owerri province ard looked to Port Harcourt for its provincial
headquarters. The Arochuku district and the Ibibio districts continued to
have Calabar as their provincial headquarters and with the Calabar district
became the Calabar province, while Afikpo and the districts further north

and east became parts of the Ogoja province.

At the same 'time the official namenclature was changed, "districts"
became "divisions" and the temm district was reserved for part of a divi-
sion. “Provincial Commissioners"” became "Residents" and were graded into
1st and 2nd class, District Camissioners became lst and 2nd class District
Officers and Assistant District Cammissioners, Assistant District Officers
or, if they were temporarily in charge of a éivision, Acting District Offi-
cers. A district in the populous areas of the Eastern Province averaged
about 1,000 squa:é miles and contained between 100,000 and 200,000 people.
The 1917 handbook gives the following figures for Bende and the neighbour-
ing divisions:
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Divisions Total Population Rhrea
(sq. miles)
Aba 157,641 827
Bende 349,997 1,045
Afikpo 181,512 1,159
Arochuku 18,088 421
Owerri 399,984 1,085
Okigwi 123,594 919
Ikot Ekpene 198,787 455

(The population figures should not be taken too seriously, they were based
on estimates. No attempt to make an accurate census was made until 1927
and then only for adult males. Okigwi figures are too low and should be

closer to those of the Owerri district.)

Contact with the two to three hundred towns in a district was estab-
lished by bringing them together into large units which were held together
by their use of a camon court and by recognising in each town a "chief"
who was held responsible for the maintenance of order in his town and who,
when he had- received official recogniticn, was given a hat (a pillbox
stoking cap type), a brass headed staff and a werrant signed by the Governmor
which entitled him to sit on the Native Court Bench to prosecute offenders
before it. A district m@ly contained fram four to five of these Native
Courts and a2 fluctuating number of "w;—zrzant Chiefs". Bende district began
with three courts, increased to four in 1908 and later to five. Communi-
cation between the D.C. and any town in his district was by means of a
runner, normally a court messenger on a bicycle to the C.N.C. (Clerk of the
Native Court) and fram him by the same or another messenger to the Warrant

Chief.

The entire burden of running a district rested on its D.C. In addition
to his acministrative and judicial duties he was responsible for the imple-
mentation of all the changing policy decisions made by the central govern-

ment which affected his district and for the provision cf any information



14

about it that might be required by the central government or the Colonial
Office. He had to provide for the needs of officers of his own or of
other government departments who might have to visit his district and he
had to supervise any subordinate officials of these departments who might
be posted to his district and to perform for them any duties nommally
carried out by their superior officers (e.g. the issue of permits or the
signing of their returns). There was only one department with which he
was not involved, namely the Medical. Each district had a District Medical
Officer whose duties were primarily concerned with preserving the health
of its goverrment staff and thereafter with the health of the district.
The D.C.: and his A.D.C. nomally spent most of each month travelling to
different parts of his district, returning to the station at the end of the
rmonth to deal with the many . * returns required by the P.C. and the various
other departments. Any mail <;r other business that might need attention
while he was cut of the station was sent on to him by the District Clerk,
again using a court messenger 2s a2 runner. When in the station his main
res_:cnsibi.lity, apart from his district office and court, was the Local -

Treasury, the District Prison and the Post Office.

The ’I‘cea-su:y Department had its headquarters and government treasury
at Lagos: it had three provincial treasuries, one for each province ard a
large number of local treasuries, one for each district. Its staff of
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurers was barely sufficient to man the head-

quarters office, the central treasury and the three provincial ones. Local

treasurjes were in the charge of their respective D.C.s. The Local Treasurer

had to handle all govermment ronev, keeping it in his safe or strong rocm;
be had to prepare all the payment and receipt vouchers supporting the cash
which he paid out or received and he had to prepare each month a copy of
his cash bock. to be sent for chec)dng to the Assistant Treasurer at pro-
vincial headquarters. The D.C. was not a tax collector for at this period

there was no direct taxation, only irport and export duties. This meant
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_ that payments fram the Local Treasury always exceeded its receipts and

that the D.C. had to arrange for constant remittances of cash (“specie")
from the Provincial Treasury. Government regulations for the transport
of specie were elaborate and laborious. The money, mainly in shillings
and lesser denaminations, had to be carried in special zinc coated steel
containers ("specie boxes") of a size and weight which when filled did not
exceed Bo.pounds, the maximum load for a carrier. Each box was transfixed
by a flat steel bar pierced for a padlock at one end which prevented the
box being opened until the lock had been removed and the bar withdrawn.
The padlock also attached it to a steel chain which joined all the boxes
together., Their carriers had to have a police escort and when being trans-
pprted over water the specie boxes had to have wooden floats tied to them
by ropes of a specified length. .Most of the payments from the Local Trea-
sury were for the salaries and wages of the African staff, for the travel-
ling allowances of the European officers and for the transport of govern-
.me.nt property and of the loads of its officers and officials. Carrier
transport was a big item. A carrier was paid sixpence for a standard day's
journey and more for longer distances. Goverrment officers were entitled
vihen they travelled to the free transport at goverrment expense of from
twenty to twenty-four loads and, as we have seen, D.C.s and A.D.C.s spent
a large part of their time travelling. Allocations for other items of ex-
perditure were small, carefully scrutinised by the Andit Department and
their control jealously guarded by the P.C. and issued as R.I.E.s usually
in March, just before the end of the financial year, when there was little

time left to spend them.

The district priscn was a unique and swprisingly efficient institution
on which the station and its Buropean and African staff became increasingly
dependant. Its labour maintained the station paths and open spaces, keep-
ing the latter under grass and preventing them fram returning to jungle,

and was available for any other manual employment that the D.C. or the P.C.

) Furopean officers had theirs paid into their bank accounts at Calabar.



might consider necessary (e.g. in the case of the Berde prison, a new
water supply, road making, tree planting, gardening, brick making). It
made and maintained its prison "yard" - the barbed wire enclosure which en-
circled it. It built and maintained the "temporary buildings" inside it;
it fetched and stored its water, collected its firewood and disposed of
its waste products. These last three services were gradually extended to

all govezﬁnmt staff in the station. (Beginning in the case of Berde

prison with the last one in 1908 {vide Report for 1908, Head V, paragraph 5).)

Every district had such a prison, containing from 100 to 200 male and
a few female prisoners and staffed by twelve to fifteen warders ("gang-
drivers") ard a warcress for the female prisoners, who were housed in a
Separate enclosure within the “yaxd". The convicts were organised for
work into gangs, each in charge of a warder (e.g. a water gang, wood gang,
latrire gang, grass cutting gang, golf course gang etc.). ferale con-
victs and the wardress formed the kitchen gang which fed the prison and

in default cf females was recruited fram the male prisoners.

There was 2 De_:e_:‘:rentAof Prisons in Lagos responsible for running
the four convict (long tem) prisons ard the various district prisons (one
for each district) in the Protectorate. During the colonial pericd its
officers were tce few to do more than staff its Lagos headquarters.and the
convict priscns at the headquarters of the three provinces. The head-
quarters office caroiled an annual regort fram the statistics supplied to
it from its various crisons and was concerned with the issue and condema-
tion of prison uriforms arid stores. The uniform for prisoners consisted
of a white cotton cap, blouse and shorts for the men and of a similar
cotton gown for the wamen. The stores included blankets, "bed-boards” for
sleeping on, cooking gans, matchets (cutlasses) and a very large nurber
of galvanised buckets for carrying and storing water and, as they deterio-

rated, for use as latrine pails. Apart from very occasional visits of
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inspection by the Director or Assistant Director of Prisons the district
prison was under the control of the D.C. and the D.r.1.0. The latter looked
after the prisoners' health, the former was responsible for its supervision
and organisation and for the statistics required by the Director of Prisons'
office. These included a notional figure for prison earnings for the year

based on an estimate of sixpence per prisoner per working day.

Fram their beginning these district prisons ran themselves with a mini-
mm of trouble. Morale was good, long term prisoners were transferred to
the convict prisons at provincial headquarters. There was no stigma

attached locally to being imprisoned and the relations between warders and

’ their prisoners were normally easy and relaxed. By the 1920s any diffi-

culties over feeding contracts had disappeared, while superior drugs and
medical knowledge had improved their health and most prisoneré were pro-
bably fitter and certainly better fed than they had been in their hames.
(Tney were fed nore frecuently, 3 meals a day in place of the 2 to 1} meals
at were normal in the villages, and there was more protein in their diets. :
Regular hours and mezls certainly seem to have increased their weight,
vhich was almost always greater when they were weighed before their dis-

charge.)

Each district headcuarters also contained a small detachnen_t of the
Southern Nigeria Police Force headed by a non oanﬁssioned officer (sergeant
or corporal). It was part of a larger body quartered and trained in the
Police barracks at provincial headguarters. In default of a police officer
the D.C. was in charge. Police were used mainly for escort duty, for the
serving of sumons from the D.C.'s court and for the arrest of criminals.
The police were a para military force equipped with rifles which until the
1920s they invariably carried when serving summonses or executing arrests,
not so much for their protection as for proof that they were bona fide

policemen and not rogues masquerading in discarded police uniforms.



Communications with the P.C. and the outside world was through the
pPost and Telegraphs office. The telegraph clerk was also the postmaster
and with the telegraph linesmen and mail runners formed a separate unit
naminally under the supervision of the D.C., but left very much to their
own devices and to the control.mainly at long distance of the officers
from the P. and T. Department. Mail runners had bicycles and in the case
of the Be.née district carried the mail from Bende to Itu, whence it con-
tinued by launch to Calabar to connect with the mail steamers which sailed
fram there to Liverpool three times a month, nommally taking fourteen days.
After 1908 Bende, like most other districts, was in telegrashic cammumnica-
tion with Calabar and with its surrounding districts. The annual report
for 1912 gives the nutber of telegrams handled. (Sent 600 official, 316
private, received 603 official and 280 private.) Unfortunately no corres-
ponding figures were given for letters, but to judge from the figures feor
revenue, considerable use wes being made of the Post Office then as in
later yedrs for the remittance of money by way of postal orders in regis-
tered letters. There was no delivery of telegrams or letters, official
ones were collected by the D.C.'sand D.M.O.'s office messencers, private
ones by the addressees or their relatives. They were infonmmed mainly

*
through the market network.

The primary duty of the D.C. was of course to maintain law and order
and the combination of his executive and judicial powers enabled him to do
this speedily and effectively. In the event of a serious breach of the
peace e.g. fighting between two towns over 1;=.nd, he had as o/c police to

put an end to the fighting and arrest the offenders. As o/c prisons he

7 :
The postmaster would only have to call out to any women passing his
office on their way to a market in the neighbourhood and tell them to
inform any women from the addressee‘s town or area who had came to
that market that there was a letter for him. The message, which would
be an interesting item for local gossip, would be carried home by anv
woman fram that town or if none had attended it, by women of that area
for circulation in a local market patronised by that town. The addres-
see would get the message either that night if he was lucky, or within
a few days.

18
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had to detain them while awaiting trial and after their conviction. As

a Camissioner of the Supreme Court he had to try them in his District
Court or, if the matter was serious enough, conduct a P.I. and transfer
them to the next assizes of the judge's divisional court. -If less serious
he could refer them to the Native Council (the name for a major native
court) where he could if.he so wished sit as president of its bench of
n}agistrate;s. Such major outhreaks however were infreguent and most of
f))e lesser disturbances were dezlt with by the chiefs and elders of the
towns concerned or found their way into the Native Courts, the supervision
of which took up an increasingly large part of the D.C.'s and A.D.C.'s
time.

Associated with this function was another time consuming duty mot
foreseen or provided for in govermment ordinances and regulations, namely
the hearing of camlaints both in the station and when on tour. There
were no ipstmctions about it, but all D.C.s considered that anyone who
wished to speak to the D.C. should be' free to do so, and the p=ople of the
Eastern Province .were not slow to avail themselves of this concession (a.-s

can be seen in the 1912 report, Head 1, peragragh 9). Hearing of com-

plaints came to be valued as much by the administration as by the people
therselves. Most of them were trivial, producing the answer "If you cannot settly
,  this matter at hame you are free to take action in your Native Court".

Many however were not.

Another major preoccupation in this early period was the construction
ard maintenance of the roads and waterways in the district and of all
govertment buildings and other property. In the case of the Bende district
this wark, which is discussed in a later chapter, amounted to the virtually
impossible task of trying to convert the fjye approaches to Bende station
into bicycle roads and the removal and rebuilding of the entire station

on an adjacent site.
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To assist him in these multifarious duties the D.C. Bende had an
A.D.C. (who, in later years at least, usually found himself saddled with
the supervision of the prison and with the Local Treasureship) and the
African staff shown in the Hon. the P.C. Bedwell's inspection notes. For
the maintenance of the station he had 11-12 station labourers and the 100
or more prisoners in the district prison. For the maintenance of his
"roads"” and for the construction of buildings for use as rest houses,
courts, offices and staff houses the D.C. was empowered to call upon the
chiefs in his district to turn out their people for such work. The Roads
and Creeks Ordinance (No. 15 of 1903), for example, provided penalties for
a chief who disobeyed the D.C.'s order and for those people who micht dis-
cbey the order of their chief. It also enabled the Governor (a power dele-
gated to his P.C.s and D.C.s) "to make such payment as he may think fit to
a chief" for such work. The convention that became accepted was that this
campulsory labour should be provided free if the road or building was in
?:he chief's cwn Native Court area 'as it wes primarily fc;: the benefit and
use of the .'people of that area. If the work was outside the area or in-
yolved prolonged or heavy labour like the construction of cuttings or em

bankments, they should receive payment.

In districts as overpcpulated as those of the Eastern province such
campulsory labour wes no hardship. It was work which had been traditionally
performed by commual labour of this sort and it became systematised through
the Native Courts. The work was shared out egually in the customary fashion
between the Warrant Chiefs of the various to»;rs, who took it in turn to
provide it, with the C.N.C. keeping a roster and notifying each W.C. when
it was his turn. If any of his people refused to obey his order he prose-
cuted them in the Mative Court. If he himself failed to produce his people
when he should have done he was prosecuted in the court himself. There
does not seem to have been any need, at least in the Bende district, to

order any chief to mobilise his people when the work was to be paid for,"the




difficulty wes to find the money. Goverrment R.I.E.s were sparse and not
easily obtained. But here again the Native Courts ;.vaided the solution.
From their inception their popularity had ensured that their revenue in-
variably exceeded their expenditure. This surplus was under the control
of the D.C. and constituted a small but by no means negligible on-going
reserve, a widow's cruse which could be and wes used to meet almost any

financial contingency.

This then was the system of local government usually known as Direct
Rule to distinguish it from the one which succeaded it, which was known
as Indirect Rule or Native Administration and which was eventually estab-
lished in 1927/8 when direct taxztion was introduced and campulsory labour
and Werrant Chiefs were abolished. Much criticisn has been directed
against it,* but it had two great merits. In the first place it was both
speedy and efficient. " Most of the decisions wers made by the same person,
who was on the spot. Secondly, and following on from this, it was re-

markably cheap.

Mainly by historiars, who derived their conclusions from the relevant
government documents without realising that their latent function was
to validate the new system and justify the abolition of the old.

2
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CHAPTER 3: JUDICIAL. THE DISTRICT AND NATIVE COURTS

One of the major problers facing the decentralised segmentary socie-
ties of Eastern Nigeria wes the settlement of disputes. Until the advent
of the British there was no outside secular authority which could be
called upon to intervene and which had the power to enforce its decisiom,.‘l
In the pre—colonial period the British Consul found himself called upon to
settle disputes and end wars within and between the trading states of the
Bight of Biafra and having to establish "courts of equity”,in which the
merchants temporarily residing on a trading river and the local chiefs sat
together to enforce the regulations governing their trade and to settle
disputes between them. The Protectorate Goverrment had in its turn to
meet this need for adjudication and it provided two judicial systems for
this purpose. These were the Sucreme Court, which aéministered .the laws
pf the Protectorate which were based on British law, and the Native Courts,
in which native law and custom operated (insofar as it did not conflict
with Britis}; ideas of eguitv ané justice) as well as such Protectorate laws
as they were emowered to acninister. _ An irportant difference batween the
two systems was that lawvers could cnly appear in the Supreme Court, which
meant that the parties in a Native Court case were spared the very conside-
rable’ costs they might incur once they became involved in litigation in

the divisional and higher courts.

The D.C. was involved in beth. He was ex officio a Comissioner of
the Supreme Court, as was also the A.D.C., and the jurisdiction of his
District Court exterded to the whole of his district. He was also Presi-

dent of any Native Court in his district. In his District Court he sat

There was of course the ritual authcrity of the long Juju of Aro Chuku,
but its decisions (the apcarent killing ad actual selling away into
slavery of the loser and the forfeiture of all his property) wes rather
too drastic and very expensive.




alone unless he wishec to have the assistance of assessors, and his

powers were limited to a fine of not more than £50 or six months imprison-
ment in criminal cases and in civil cases where the value of the property
did not exceed £50. If and when he sat in a Native Court i-t was as pre-
sident of a bench of local justices. Section 7 of the Native Courts
Ordinance (No. 7 of 1906) designated the members of a Native Court as the
P.C., the D.C, the A.D.C. and "such other persons as the Governor may
appoint®. It also déignated two grades of Native Court; the superior it
called a Native Court or Council, the subordinate a Minor Native Court.
The fommer had powers not exceeding a fine of £100 or imprisomment not ex-
ceeding two years with or without a flogging of not more than fifteen
lashes in criminal cases and in civil cases where the property did not ex-
ceed £200. Minor courts had powers not exceeding £50 or six months impri-

sonment in criminal and not exceeding £25 in civil cases.

There w?_s'an elaborate system of appeals prescribed for both systems.
In the case.of the District Court the appe2l went fram it to the judge of
the divisional court of waich there were three, one for each p:cvi.nce,ar.’d
fram the divisional court to the Full Court sitting in Lagos and from
Fhe:e to the Judicial Camittee of the Privy Council in Hest:ninster.*
Monthly returns of all criminal cases tried in the District Court had also
to be sent to the Chief Justice and in criminal cases these operated as an
appeal in the case of all convicted persons. A similar elaborate system
of appeals was prescribed for the Native Courts, from the Minor Court to
the Native Council, fram the Native Council to the D.C.'s District Court or

if beyond its powers cdirectly to the Divisional Court , while monthly returns

These Divisiona! Courts should not be confused with the Provincial
Courts of the Northern Protectorate, which were extended to the Southern
when the two were amalgamated in 1914. Under Ordinance No. 7 of 1914
the full powers of a judge of the Supreme Court were vested ex officio
in the Resident (P.C.) of a province and his court was known as a Pro-
vincial Court.



of all Native Court criminal cases where the sentence exceeded £15 or two
months imprisonment had to be sent to the Chief Justice and these operated

similarly as an appeal on behalf of every convicted person.

The Native Courts Ordinance had envisaged a bench of magistrates
under the presidency of the D.C. or A.D.C. But by 1906 it was clear that
the volure of cases and the number of Native Courts needed to deal with
them meant that many of these courts would be without the D.C. for much or
all of their sessions, so provision was made for his absence.‘ It also
provided that the Governor should prescribe the number of members required

to form a quorum and the oauposiéion of such quorums.

More important however were the provisions which empowered the P.C.,

the D.C. or A.D.C. to .intervene in a Native Court case at any stage of its
proceedings, order a retrial, annul or amend its decisions, try it himself
. in his district court or transfer it to the divisional court. (Section 43)
Similarly it enablec¢ a defendant in any criminal or civil case to apply to
the D.C. to look into his case. - (Section 45) Tn= intention of the ordi-
nance as evinced in its system of appeals may well have been to bring
Native Court justice into Line with that of the Supreme Colirt by placing
Eoth fha Aleteict il the native Gonete WIEimsealy sdes the diractit of
the judges .of the Judicial Department. But that was not the way in which
it was developed. The D.C. withdrew entirely from sitting as a magistrate in a
Native court leaving the local leaders, the Warrant Chiefs ("such other
people as the Governor may appoint”) to administer the local custamary law
and he intervened cnly to see that it was apolied fairly and did not con-
flict with any govermment edict. For example before a prisoner convicted

in a Native Court could be admitted to the district prison, his case as

*
"In the absence of the D.C. the A.D.C. may act as president, in the ab-
sence of the A.D.C. the D.C. may appoint any member of the Native Court
to be vice president, in the absence of this vice president the senior
member present at such session shall act for him." (Section 9)
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recorded in the court judgement book which was brought by the prisoner's
escort had to be seen by the D.C. or A.D.C.; and inst;ead of using the appeal
system provided under Section 40 of the ordinance the D.C. preferred to make
use of Sections 43 and 45, which enabled him to intervene whenever he con-
sidered it necessary. Such "reviews" as they came to be called became an
altemative system of appeal which avoided the Supreme Court entirely and
went exclusively to administrative officers.’ By the 1930s in the more liti-
gious districts (divisions) a Native Court was visited about once a month by
the D.C. (D.0.) or A.D.L., vho spent from one to two days hearing these re-

views.

It soon became accepted that each town in a Native Court area should
be represented by a Chief who had received a warrant sigred by the Governor
(or his deputy) entitling him to sit in his Native Court. The size and cam—
position of the bench was specified in the warrant establishing the court and
"sitting fees" were paid to those who sat on it. As we have seen, the Warrant
Chiefs were also held responsible for mobilising their people for campulsory
labour and other executive functions and they shared out these executive
duties and judicial rewards (sitting on the bench) between them, the C.N.C.
keeping the roster at his court and infoming each chief when it was his tum.
Criminal cases were free if. ordered by the court, otherwise like civil ones
a fee. of five shillings had to be paid by the prosecutor/plaintiff, which
was recoverable as costs if he was successful. The cases were recorded in
full in the court judgement books in English, for any Nigerian who could
read and write was fluent in that language, indeed the difficulty lay in
finding a clerk who could speak or understand the local dialects of Ibo or

Ibibio and most Native Courts had to have court interpreters.

A dissatisfied litigant could for a small fee list his case for the D.C.'s
(or A.D.C.'s) review on his next visit to that court. If the litigant
cbjected to the D.C.'s review he could by way of petition apply to the
P.C. (later Resident) for his review and if he wished to carry the case
further he could petition the Covernor (after 1914 the Chief Commissioner,
Southern Provinces) .
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The proccdure was the same as in British courts but it also incorporated
local usages. For example a witness gave evidence on oath, swearing on a
Bible if he professed to be a Christian, or more normally on the court juju,
a fetish specially prepared for the court when it was first established.

But this was a mere formality since it was universally accepted that both
had "lost their power”. But if the court wished to test a witness's vera-
city it could challenge him to invoke a juju locally believed to be able to
kill anyone who was lying. If he maintained that he was a Christian and
was therefore barred f_run‘mrsh.ipping idols’ he could be asked to invoke the
Bible, which was held to have the same power if it was opened and had salt
sprinkled on one of its pages for the witness to lick off. Sitting fees
were also not the only remuneration received by the bench, for each litigant
had “hriefed” one of the sitting members so tha_t he could argde his case for
him when the bench retired to consult on their verdict and had paid him in
advance for these services. .D.C.s, when their attention was drawn to such
payrents,” at first thought they were bribes but soon learned to turﬁ a
blind eye tb them. Litigants who lost their cases had these payments re-
funded to them on the principle that one should not have to pay for what
one does not get; the money paié by the winners was pooled and shared out
ecually between the members of the bench. The court sat for two to three
weeks each month and the bench was changed each ronth so as to give each

Warrant Chief an ezual chance to sit on it.

Native Courts were popular fram the time of their introduction and for
2 nurber of substantial reasons. In that cvérpopulated part of Nigeria
there were bound to be plenty of disputes. Those between members of the
same village were no problem, the village elders were obliged to enforce a
settlement as they endangered the solidarity of the group. Where the
parties care from different villages or towns, attempts to settle them were
liable to develop into feuds between the two communities. Even when the

council§of elders from both groups could be prevailed upon to adjudicate
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they had first to be paid and they had no means of enforcing their decision.
Campared to such unwieldy and expensive assemblages a Native Court trial
was speedy, cheap and effective, and being closely supervised by the D.C.
and A.D.C., who were only too ready to listen to charges of malpractices
an the part of the C.N.C. and the sitting chiefs, their judgements were
reasonably fair and unbiassed or if they were not it was sinple enough to
_get the‘ D.C. to :eview and rectify them. Thus as soon as a sufficient
number of courts had been established they dealt with the great majority
of civil cases and with most.of the lesser criminal ones in the district,
leaving to the district and divisional courts the trial of more serious
crimes same of which, like slave dealing, certain types of homicide or

accusations of witchcraft, ‘were not offences under local native law.

In 1907 Bencie district had three Native Courts, namely the Council or
Court of Bende, which served the Bende and adjacent tribes and was also a
superior Native Court for the division, Oloko, a minor Native Court located
at Oloko town which served the populous south western part of the divisic_:h,
and Ebem, another minor court located at Ebem in the Chaffia tribal centre
which served the north eastarn part of the district. These were soon in-
creased to four with the creation of another minor court at Qmchia (Urmzhia),
a village of the Olokoro tribe. This tock over the northern half of the
original Olcko native court area. After 1914 another court was established
at Alayi for the north western part of the district. There is no record
of the Bende court, though defined as a council, ever having functioned as
such. These courts were guickly popular as measured by the.ir feve.nue or bv
the number of their civil cases which reached a peak of 4,162 in 1911 and
remained at over 3,000 for the rest of this period. The smaller number of
cases heard in the Ebem court was not due to the inefficiency and other
shortcomings of its clerks as same of these reports suggest, but to these
Cross River Ibo tribes being less litigious than those further south. A

survey in the 1930s and again in 1954/5 showed that involvement in litigation
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as measured by the number of civil cases heard each year when set against
the population of the court area and the district was greatest in the Aba
and Ikot Ekpene divisions, and declined through Bende and Afikpo till it

reached the Abakaliki district, where it was the lowest.

There were however two difficulties which had to be resolved before
the Native Courts were fully adjusted to local needs. These were the re-
cruitment of efficient and trustworthy C.N.C.s and the appointment of
Warrant Chiefs. Both, but particularly the girst of these, are referred
to in the reports. The trouble with inefficient and corrupt clerks had
bequn to improve once the C.N.C.s and Warrant Chiefs had learnt what they
could and could not get away with, but it did not disappear until it was
possible to recruit as clerks men who were natives of their Native Court
areas and who were therefore known to, related to and therefore responsible
to its people. As long as a C.N.C. was a "foreigner” he was bound to be
under pressure to use.his position for the benefit of himself and his own

people.

The method of aprointing Warrant Chiefs was both curbersome and time
corsuning.“ Warrants again which were kept in temporary buildings were
always getting los: or eaten by white ants and could never be found when
their return for cancellation was called for (e.g. before a warrant for a
chief's successor could be issved). Much rore sericus however was the

£ficulty of distributing these warrants fairly between the various towns
in a Native Court area before any adequate survey of its social structure
had been made. In those Ibo areas where towns were largé and clearly de-

fined there was no problem. Each town could receive a warrant for its

By the time the D.C. had ascertained who the town wished to have as
their W.C. and had submitted his own supporting reconmendations in quad-
ruplicate through the P.C. to the Governor and had after the usual
delays in the Governor's secretariat received his warrant of appoint-
ment the chief in question might very well be dead (for seniority went
by age in most Bende towns).
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chief and there were not too many W.C.s on the court roster. Towns \.jd\

&' aiale Aopinant. Teader Tk Hin focward for | eirzanty those toutes wichs
out one put forward the head of their senior ranking village. Towns with
two or more rival leaders found themselves without a wc until they had
decided between them and they could not afford to be without one for long.
But in most Ibibio and Southern Ibo areas there were too many small towns
which were really enlarged villages campeting for too few warrants.' For
P.C.s and Governors were of the opinion that a court should not have more
than a reasonable nurmber of W.C.s on its roster and a reasonable number to

them wes between twenty and thirty. Thus meny small towns found themselves

"without a Warrant Chief and, to make ha:ters worse, being placed under the

Warrant Chief of a neighbouring and therefore rivel cammnity. There were
also large cammnities remote fram the centre where the court was placed

who found themselves without a Werrant Chief, while those towns in whose

territory the court had been sited had managed to secure several. Bende town,

I think, at ane time had no less than five, Oloko two or three. These
grievances built up during the 1920s into an agitation against existing ¥
Warrant Chiefs,. particularly in the more litigious areas where court busi-
ness was an important source of incame and where there were a large number
of small towns without a Warrant Chief. In Bende district the agitation
wes strongest -in the Oloko and Umuzhia areas, those in the north (i.e.
Eren and when it was established, Alayi) were not troubled by these ine-

qualities.

When the Native Administration system of local government was intro-
duced in 1927/9 the appointment of chiefs under government warrant was
abolished and the election of the "Court Mambers" who replaced them was
left entirely in the hands of the local cammnities, who were free to have

as many of them as they wanted; the number of Native Courts was increased,

*

Vide paragraph 18 of the P.C.'s 1911 inspection notes.
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again in accordance with their wishes. Oloko Native Court was replaced

by seven Native Courts (one each for the Ibere, Oboro and Isuorgu tribes,
one for the Bende Ofufa villages, which being Ibibio speaking was trans-
ferred to the Ikot Ekpene division under the collective name of Mu,

and one each for the three Ngwa subtribes that were transferred to join
the rest of the tribe in Aba division). Umuahia Native Court became the
four courts of Olokoro, Ibeku, Ubakala and Ohuhu; Alayi Native Court became
the four courts of Umuimenyi (which included Uzuakoli), Ozuitem, Igbere
and Item. Ebem Mative Court became the courts of Abiriba, Abam and
Onaffia and Bende Native Court the courts of Ozuitem, Bende and Itu Mouzo.
The powers of all these courts, including the new Bende court, were the
sare as those of the fommer minor courts. These were all triktal courts

in that they corprised the towns or villages of a single tribe.. Their
leaders had no éifficulty in sharing out court membership between them—
selves; the court bench consisted as before of from five to seven members
and the C.N.C. kept a2 roster of the towns entitled to be represented on it
and told them when it was their turn to sit. There was no further trouble
about ocourt rembership, the courts continued to be popular and dealt with
almost all of the petty criminal and civil cases in their areas as long'

as they continued under the close supervision of the District Officers,
reaching 3,300 criminal and 5,000 civil cases in 1954/5 in the Bende divi-
sion (which was much swaller in size than the original district). When
however in the 198Cs this supervision was withdrawn by the regional covern-
ment and the appointment of court merbers came under the aegis of political
parties, pecrle preferred to avoid them and found other ways of settling
their disputes.
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CHAPTER 4: TRADE AND COMMERCE

It is easy enough with the benefit of r;indSight to laggh at most of
the remarks made under this heading. Little was then known about the pro-
duction and marketing of palm oil and kernels and even less about its culti-
vation, particularly by government officers; and they were not, as in most
other parts of Africa, having to advise and encourage a simple minded
conservative peasantry, but a people who for centuries had been trading
with the outside world, first in slaves and increasinaly during the nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries in palm oil. Their methods of war-
fare may have been simple and undeveloped but their krmléige of the eco-
nanics of the market place was far greater than that of tl.xei.r D.C.s, whose
background and tr_aining had had little to do with commerce. Most of them

to judge by their titles had been British ammy officers.

It was fashionable to regard the local Nigerian monetary systems as
primitive. Consuls and traders had even referred to them as a-form of .
barter. Actually, and particularly in the Oil Rivers and their hinterland,
they formed a sophisticated system of exchange in which the operators were
manipulating any number of different currencies, Buropean as well as native,
and were expecting to make same profit out of each transaction. In the
Bende area three different native currencies overlapped, namely the cowries
of the Lower Niger area, the manillas of the Bonny and Kalabari trade and

the brass rods of the Cross River/Calebar trade.

The government had now added another currency but without smuch success
until the order was made that Native Court fees and fines could only be
paid in that medium. til this was done >in 1912 there was little that it
could buy which could not be obtained more cheaply in a native currency.
Its principal users were govermment officials and their servants who,

having been paid in pounds, shillings and pence, were using the authority
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of their positicn to make the petty traders in the markets accept it and
as often as not at well above its market value. Its use wes handicapped
after 1914 by the Furopean war, which brought with it in Nigeria a criti-
cal shortage of official currency and a resurgence of the demand for
manillas and brass rods. It wes not until the 1920s that the coinage of
the West African Currency Board was universally accepted and then only

its shillings and lower coinage; nobody wanted £1 notes.

The chronic inflation of the cowries currency seems to have driven it
out of the Bende markets by the time these reports were written, as no
refexenée is made to.it. Very scon the increasing demand for brass on the
part of Ibo and other brass smiths had inflated the value of the rods and
accelerated their.disappearance, leaving only the manillas to worry the
gove:rme.nt financial experts. Manillas continued to be traded and used,
mainly for ritual purposes, until they were eventually bought up after the

Second World War by the Federal Govermment.

The word development c¢id not enter the colonial vocabulary until the
later 1930s, at least in Nigeria. But it had fram the beginning, under a
number of different names, been one of the avowed aims of British colonial
policy. The suppression of the "obnoxious trade" (in slaves) and its
replacement by "legitimate trade" had been one of the reasons given for the
Arochuku expedition and the occupation of the hinterland. Legitimate trade
as far as the Southern Nigerian Protectorate was concerned meant a trade in
the produ;:e of any tropical crop that grew or that could be induced to grow
there and which was in demand on the world market. There was no roney
available for research. An agricultural department on the British India
model was a thing of the future and it was rot until 1926 that a research

®
station was provided for the Eastern provinces. In these early days the

*

It was sited at Umxdike in the Umuahia area of the Bende division.



Govermment's efforts were limited to the establishment of a botanical
garden at Calabar, by attempts at "station gardens" in the various dis-
tricts and the distribution of para rubber, cocoa and various citrus seed-
lings for planting in headquarters stations and in rest house and Native
Court compounds. Buropean methods of cultivation soon exhausted the soils
of the station. gardens. What remained of the Bende one had disappeared
by the time the station was closed in 1914/5. Para rubber was found to
grow as well in Eastern Nigeria as it did in Malaysia, and in the 1930s
there were numerous trees in the Owerri pn‘:avince and an expatriate rubber
plantation in the Calabar division, but by then over-procduction of rubber
in Indonesia and the fall in the world price of rubber had convinced the
Govermment that no further encouragement should be given to its cultiva-
tion. Cocoa was a success in parts of Western Nigeria but not in the Fas}:,
vhere most of the soils were too poor for it. A few small plantations of
it were however made by Arochuku farmers living in Isinkpu and other small
settlements in the Bende tribal territory but nowhere else. Orange and

lime trees found a wider distribution, particularly in the Umwzhia area,

but not in any quantity. There remained the oil palm, which grew wild or :

semi wild in most of the Eastern province particularly in the rore heavily
populated areas. Palm oil and kernels had become the main export of the
Bight of Biafra during the nineteenth century and the export duties which
the Govermment levied on them provided a large part of its revenue.

Yet it was obvious, particularly in the Bende district, that much of this
fruit was never harvested but left to rot where it fell despite all the
exhortations of the administration to process and sell it. The stock ex-
planation given by the D.C.s was the congenital laziness of the natives.

The actual reason was that it c_iidn't pay them to do so.

Bende district lay on the northern margin of the oil palm belt and
was not served by any navigable rivers. The distribution of palm trees

was uneven, with the bulk of them concentrated in the populous south west,

33
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the areas served by the Olcko ané Qmohia (Umiahiz) courts. Elsewhere
they only grew around the villages on the light soiled ridges and avoided
the elephant grass savannahs of the valleys of the Inyang and its tribu-
taries. The Qmohia (Umazhia) area was adjacent to the Imo but this river
was not navigable for large canoes above Akwete in the far south of the
Aba district. The low prices offered by the Bonny and Opobo "middlemen"”
referred to in the earlier reports were a reflection not of their avarice
t of the cost of freighting Omohia oil down the river in small canoes
which had to be carried over its numerous obstructions. This difficulty
was resolved in 1909 when the Marine Department blew up these snags and
cleared the river for large canoes as far as Udo "beach". The Inyang ~
River was too insignificant to warrant its attention. Atterpts were made
by the D.C.s and an Oloko entrepreneur to clear the river as far as
Ntalakwu for the evacuation of some of the oil from the Oloko court arez
and an increased amount of oil was certainly getting down this waterway
to Itu and the Cross River, but by 1915 the D.C.s' efforts to develor this
outlet for Oloko oil were abruptly changed by the construction of the
eastern railway, which reached Uruszhia in 1914, ané by the expansion of
bicycle and motor transport which followed after 1918. Cammexcial firms
moved inland along the railway, setting up their —factories and "beaches"
(oil bulking centres) at its principal stations. O0il from the Oloko area
now went to Mbosi station, that fram the Omchia (Umuzhia) area to the new
township established at Umushia station (which took its name from the ori-
ginal Omchia (Umezhia) village further south). So did a far greater volume
of oil fram the districts on the western side of the Imo, which was now
crossed by a permanent road bridge a few miles above Udo. The prices paid
for oil at the factories along the railway were hicher than those paic by
the middlemen operating from the Iro River, for the camercial firms were
erdeavouring to rationalise the evacuation of oil and trying to bring it

via the railway to a bulk oil plant at the new port of Port Harcourt



instead of down the Ino to their factories at Opobo. This slight increase
in oil prices and these improved facilities for its &ampon resulted in
a considerable increase in the volume of oil produced in the Bende and ad-
jacent districr.s-but the price wes never high enough for the full capacity
of the region to be realised. Between the two world wers cammercial firms
preferred to buy the superior grades of oil from Indonesia and kept their
Nigerian prices artlfflciauy low. After the Second World War the regional
and succeeding govermments took over the marketing of oil and other export
produce through marketing boards which bought from the producers at prices

which were well below those which they received for it on the world market.

But in any case the Bende and most other Ibo and Ibibio cammnities
were not interested in agriculture and in the cultivation of export crops.
Attempts by the colonial govermment and its successors to stimulate their
development have aluéys fallen on stony cround, for what the people wanted
was to diversify their econamy and to get awey from agriculture. They knew
far better than their agricultural advisers that in a region whose soils_
were as poor and populations as dense as in the Eastern region there wes
no money to be made out of agriculture. They also knew that if one wanted
to accuulate any capital it was necessary to find employment away from

hame and from the claims of needy relatives.

This pattern of travelling to ply one's trade away from hame had been
in existence for centuries but it had remained the closed preserve of a
few enterprising and fortunate Ibo cammnities of blacksmiths, ritual
specialists and traders from amongst the Nri-Awka and Isuama Ibo on the
western side and fram amongst the Cross River Ibo on the eastern. It was
these camunities only that had been able to establish a protective rela-
tionship with the towns and villages that lay along the routes which they
travelled who could move with any degree of safety. Most of these trading

cammunities, which included the Item, Abiriba and same Ohaffia towns of
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the Bende district could only travel in a particular direction from their home
town. The Awka and Nri towns of the Northern Ibo and the Arochuku tribe of
the Cross River Ibo however were able to travel more extensively and they had
established a dominant position in the trade on both sides of the Lower Niger
in the case of the Awka and Nri, and in the rest of the Niger Cross River hin-
terland in the case of the Arochuku. Once the overseas slave trade had deve-
loped the latter, through its contacts with the coastal trading states of
Bonny, Kalabari and Calabar and with the Nri-Awka area, had by the ninteenth
century achieved a monopoly of the more lucrative trade of the Biafran hinter-

land.

The extension of Protectorate rule to this hinterland and the clear-
ing and maintenance of its "roads" was now making it increasingly safe for
travel, while the .steadily expanding needs of the goverrment and camercial
agencies offered for the first time paid erployment both for the unskilled -
and for t."lose who had been able to acquire the skills that were now in

demand and particularly literacy, the ability to read and write Enclish.

At first it was those who already knew how to move about the country
or who had been educated in the mission schools in Bonny and Calabar who
were able to exploit the situation, mot excluding as we can see frcm these
reports the more criminally inclined. But this was only a passing thase.
By 1918 the Goverrment had corpleted the railway system and there were
motor roads that fed and radiated out from it. The Northern and Southemrn
Protectorates had become a single Nigeria and it wes possible to travel -
with little difficulty to all the main centres of explovment in this, by
African colonial standards, vast territory. Most of the towns in Bende
and the adjacent districts who had not been able to do so previously were
now sending out their young men to travel to find work in the Enugu coal-
fields, in the tin mines of Jos, in Kano the meixooclis of the Hausa north

and in Lagos, .the capital and camercial centre of the new colony and



protectorate. Migrating first to casual or unskilled labour many of these
men,as soon as they had accumilated the capital, set up their own trading
businesses selling the local products of the south in the northern markets

*
and vice versa.

At the same time the long established Cross River trading commnities
had diversified and extended their range to other parts of Nigeria as well
as to markets nearer hame. The Abiriba to the Umuahia carplex of markets,
the Item to Aba market further down the line, where they came to control
the gament-making section of that market. Both kept up their original
ecntact.s with Itu and the Cross River. On the other hard the Bonny, Opcbo
and Efik middlemen from the Oil Rivers states were unable to adjust to the
changing conditions of trade and disapceared from the Bende and other hin-
terland markets. The Arochuku were better able to survive. They had never
been engaged to ahy great extent in the relatively unrewarding trade of
buying a.nd' selling palm oil. Their tracding organisation, which alone

covered the whole region, enabled them to continue many of their malti-

farious entrepreneurial activities though same of these like the internal

slave trade and the invocation of the Long Juju of Arochuku haé to go under-

~ground, being prescribed by the Government. Those Aro who were engaged in

other more legitimate trades were able to hold their own against the power-
ful Ibo cammnities like Newi, Moieri and Abiriba that were now exparding
their trading organisations, but the privileged position which they still
enjoyed when these reports were written had largely disappeared by the end

of this perioc.

By the 1930s there was 2 modest but steady trade in palm oil, oranges,
snails, roofing mats and other forest products going to the north and
in northern products like onions and dried fish from the local rivers
and Lake Chad caming to the markets of the south. Umahia market, for
exarple, retailed three kinds of dried fish, okporoko, which was
Norwegian dried cod, smoke—dried fish from the Eastern Delta wnich had
came up fram Port Harcourt, and northern dried fish that had been
railed fram Kano.
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It was not only Ibos who were taking advantage of these new develop-
ments. Hausa cattle dealers found in Southern Nigeria a new and expanding
outlet for their beasts, and Umiahia became the distribution centre for
the Eastern Provinces. The cattle were railed from Zaria or broucht on
the hoof from the Cameroons to broke-rs who sold them singly or in small
lots to .Ibo butchers, who took them away for slaughter in other parts of

the region.

By 1930 Umuzhia had become the commercial and communication centre of

the district, where most of its oil was bulked and railed to Port Harcourt

ard where most imports from overseas were retailed. It was also the staging

post for migrants passing by rail to Port Harcourt or to Northern Nigeria

and by road to Onitsha and the Niger or to Itu and the Cross River.

Umuakoli, which had originally replaced Berde as 2 market and comme-
nit;ations centre, declined. . The railway passed through it and it had its
own station and erbryo township and initially a few factories, but it
lacked any motor road except the one linking it to Umahia and Ovim. Its
market however continued as part of a corplex which linked it to Uouru
and other trade centres in the savannah country between the Middle Cross
River and the Benve,.where people still travelled on foot. It was not a
produce market and its trade was more wholesale than retail. The goods
exchanged were costly or light in weight and suitable for porterage over
long distances, for example dried red pepper from the Idama country,

cotton piece goods and similar overseas imports from the south.

By 1940 a very large proportion of the younger men of the district
(ncw division) were travelling to outside employment. It was generally
accepted that if one stayed at home one supported oneself by producing and
retailing palm oil, but that if one wanted to make roney one had to find
it abroad. By now these migrants were present in such nurbers in most

centres of employment that they were able to carbine to form separate
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associations for each town or small trike, These so-called ethnic or

town unions of the Ibo became one of the most interesting and successful
examples of cammnity development in Africa. Beginning as societies for
mutual aid and supoort in the places of their employment, they soon ex-
panded into extremely efficient agencies which planned and provided most
of the money for the development of their hame towns. Development in this
case meant the pmvi_s:'\on of education, health clinics, improved water

supplies and other amenities. They were not interested in agricultural

‘develomment. That remained the concern of the colonial Government and

of .i._rs successors.
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CHAPTER 5: ROADS AND CREEXS

A creek in Oil Rivers parlance was a navigable waterway and the temm
was used indiscriminately for rivers or for their connecting channels in
the delta. A road was a footpath which when the government had taken it
over had been made suitable for pedestrian and where possible bicycle
traffic and fram which the jungle had been cleared for a distance of fifty

feet on each side.

The populous parts of the hinterland were covered by a vast network

of these interconnecting footpaths as can be seen on the 1910 map, even

though it only shows the more important ones. Most merely led fram villages

and their camponent camounds to their town or market centres and these
were nommally cleared by the people who had to use them. Other less con-
spicuous, for it wes nobody's business to maintain them, were through
routes leading to more important markets and centres of trade which linked
the Niger with the Cross River ané the northern plains with the delta
margin. The Protectorate Govermment as it moved inlané followed these
routes, establishing the headquarters of its new districts (e.g. Aka,
Owerri, Ikot Ekpene and Bende) at scme of their rajor intersections, and
it made their D.C.s responsible for seeing that the local people kept them
cleared. Thus in most districts there were four or five of these "roads”
and a number of "minor roads" which the D.C. kept clear and tried to make
suitable for bicycles by easing out gradients, making "temoorary bridges”
over streams and minor rivers and providing c':anoe ferries over the larger
ones. A "temporary bridge" wes made out of the trunks of smaller trees,
sare being used as uprights and others being laid across them and covered
with brushwood and earth. As soon as the wood became dry it was eaten by
termites. As the century advanced these temporary bridges were gradually
replaced with timber ones and in due course with steel and concrete struc-

tures when the road was made suitable for motor traffic.
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In the coastal and delta area moverent was perfprce by water. It
was slow but it was well suited for the transport of heavy and bulky stores

and other commodities, and the most important of these was the palm oil

which gave its name to this part of the coast and to the original protec-

.torate. -The oil was bulked in great barrels ("puncheons") and carried in

large barge-like canoes, each capable of taking three of these. A
"navigable waterway" had to be wide and deep enough to carry these "three
puncheon canoes”. Until the advent of the railwey and the motor lorry
there was no way of carrying things overland except on the heads of porters
("carriers") and made up into sixty pound loads. O0il did not lerd itself
to this form of transport, its price wes too low and there were no suita-

ble containers.

Thus the navigable rivers fommed the main routes for the penetration
of the hinterland and for the evacuation of its products and these were
the Niger in the case of the Central Province and the Northern Protecto-
rate and the Cross River for the Eastern Province, while the primary Cb;,
jective of the Protectorate Goverrment in this early period was to extend’
any other smaller but potentially navigadble rivers like the Imo and the
Kwa Ibo further inland. This work, referred to as “snag busting", was one
of the main duties of the Marine Department and involved dynamiting and

clearing away the great trees that had fallen across them.

An officer posted inland travelled from the coast as far as he could
by water in a launch or "steel canoce", which was a flat bottamed vessel
poled or paddled by six to ten "canoe boys", and thereafter on foot or with
a bicycle if he possessed one. It waes a slow and costly business, for he
took with him his servants (a cook, a stesard and their respective assistant
"small boys") and his kitchen and camp equipment and other possessions made
up into loads for twenty or more carriers. Bende division was unfortunate

both in its creeks and its roads. Its only navigable river, the Imo,



formad its westerw: boundany with the Owerri district, while the greater
part of the district was cdrained eastward to the Cross River by the Inyang
and its tributaries, none of which were navigable. They care together at
Ogu Itu in the extreme south eastern corner of the division, to become

the Enyong creek, ard it was only below this point that it wes navigable.
To reach Bende Hives for exarple travelled by launch from Calabar to Itu,
where he spent the nicht on the launch. The next day he was paddled up
the Enyong Creek in a steel cance to Esuk Itu, the "beach” for Arochuku
station, and then walked the five miles to the station, spending the night
with the D.C. The next day he walked along the Bende road to Ogu Itu rest

house;, where he spent the night, and on the following day walked the rest

of the distance to Zende station. He was fortunate in its being the dry season,

when if he had used his bicvcle he could have carpleted the twenty-
four miles from Arochuas £o Bende in a single day. 1In the rainy season a
- large part of the road became a quagrmire which coulé only be negotiated on

foot.

Govertment stores came by water as far as Iip2 "beach” below Cgu Itu,
where there was a "shed" and a transport clerk responsible for their custocy
until a:-:"angeren:s hag been made with Ogu Itu and other Itu Mouzo villages
to ranhandle them o Bende. The annual reports had much to say about the
D.C.'s efforts to keep this part of the river navigable; they were also,
like the 1910 map, very confusing in the names which they gave to the
various sections cf the river and its tributariss. In later raps (e.g. the
Govermment Survey map of 1935) this river, which the Ino call Inyantj and
the Ibibio Enyonc, was éistinguished as the Inyorng cresk as far as its
junction with its northern trimutary the Udura, thereafter it became the
Inyang. The 1910 map called the Inyang section of the river the Ngvan ard

.
it called the Udima the Enyong River. The early reports referred to the

Inyang as the Inin River, the later ones called it the Ngyvan and they alsc

Vide Hives Jwu and Justice, Chapter 1.
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called the Uduma the Enyong River. They distinguished the river below
Ikpe beach and down as far as the Makor area as the Ikpe creek or the Ikpe/
Makor creek. Below this it became the Enyong creek. The D.C.'s efforts
were directed to keeping the Ikpe Makor section of the river navigable

and to clearing the river above Ikpe beach and as far as Ntalakwu (called

Ibalaka on the 1910 map) presumably for smaller canoes.

When it cane to roads the D.C. Bende vas equally unlucky. In the sur-
rounding districts and extending as far as the Oloko and Umuahia areas of
the Bende district the terrain was level and the sandy soil absorbed all
the rainfall without difficulty, while remaining cchesive enough in the
brief dry season to carry thirty hundredweicht lorries. There was also
little difficulty.in realigning old or making new roads when it was neces-
sary to avoid ravines, rivers or similar cbstacles. But in the greater
part of the Bende district, which was drained by the Inyang and its tribu-
taries, it was virtually. impossible until the advent of machinery and money.
Por these rivers had ercded the country into a series of broad velleys of
heavy clay that became swarps in the rainy season, interspersed with m,
steepsided and easily eroded sandy ridges.

There were five trails shown as roads on the 1910 map which converged
ucon Bende from the surzounding higher ground, and they all took the most
direct line regardless of -the terrain. Try as they might, the D.C.s with
their limited resources were unable to ccnvert them even into bicycle tracks
except for short distances nor could they find any alternative realigrments.
One road which carried the telegraph line to Afikpo in the north east led
from Bende eastward across several miles of clay and swamp to reach the
ridges carrying the northern Aban villages of Ameke and Ozu (shown as Azu
on the map) before crossing ancther stream and climbing up to the Chaffia

high ground, where at Ebem it joined the road coming from Arochuku and

continueu directly north through Ngusu Edda to Afikpo. 1In 1908 the town of
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Abiriba seems to have persuadec¢ the D.C. to make an alternative route
from Ozu Abam through their town to Ngusu. A secord road, which carried
the telegraph line to Ikot Ekpene, led due south from Bende crossing the
Inyang at Okporoenyi and continuing till it reached Amuru (Aroro on the
1910 map) where it forked, one branch which carried the telegraph line
going south east to Arriam (Exriam) and thence to Ikot Ekpene, the other
~going directly south to Oloko and thence through the Ngwa country to Aba.
éy 1913 the D.C. was hoping to convert this Bende/Okporoenyi road into a
motor road but there were "two or three hills which are too steep for a

motor car".

A third road led westward to Owerri, going from Bende to Umihunta
(Grohuntex.on the 1910 map) and thence to Umzhia Olokoro (Qmohia on the
1910 map) to the Urunwarwa/Udo crossing of the Imo River and on through
Fhe Ahiara country to .Ode.r:i. Little is said about this road except clear-

ing the Ummwarrsa section and providing a cance ferry over the Imo.

A fourth road led from Bende north westward to Uzuakoli and on through
Umobialla to Okigwi, whence it continued to Awka and Onitsha on the Niger.
'_Ihis had been one of the inportant slave and internal trade routes connect-
ing Bende market with the.northern Ibo. country. Quite as important, though
not converted by the goverrment into a road, was another route not shown on
the 1910 map that led north from Uzuakoli throuch Ugwu eke Alayi (Ugueke on
the 1910 map) and Akeze to Uburu, the great market of the Nkanu/Chozara
plain whence one route led to Nsukka and thence to the Niger at Idah,another
due rorth to the Idara country and the Benue, and a third to the east and
north east to the North Eastem Ino area. The six razor-back ridges on the
section between Bende and Uzuakoli ensured that it remained an arduous

scramrble. "Surveys" and "traces” were repeatedly called for but never mate-

rialised.
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But until 1912 the D.C. was not particularly interested in converting
footpaths on his western boundary into roads. His main concern was with
his commnications with the Cross River and a great deal of time, labour
and, by the standards of that period, money was spent on the road from
Bende to Arcchuku trying to reduce the gradients on its hills and to build
causeways across its swamps. There were two of these, one in the valley
of the Idonyi (Idey on the 1910 map) River, which separated the Bende
high ground fram the ridge which carried rost of the northern villages of
the Ttu Mouzo tribe, the second in the valley of the Uduma, which sepa-
rated it fram the high ground of the Makor tribe in the Arochuku division.
At the same time the D.C. was clearing a minor road which left the Bende
Arochuku road at Ndiwo village and ran south to the Inyang at Ntalakwu
and which continued.on to Arriam and Bende Ofufa and thence to Ikot Ekpene.
The 1910 report refers to a temporary bridge over the Inyang here and to
a "trading station" built there by an Oloko chief who was sending oil down

the river to Itu.

The arrival of the eastern railway along the western boundary of thé
district in 1914 put.an end to all this road construction and waterway
clearance. The Bende district, now known as a division, was reoriented in
this direction. Its Calabar and Cross River connections were discarded
and Bende became one of the divisions of the new province of Owerri, whose
provincial headquarters were at Port Harcourt, the coastal port and termi-
nus of the eastern railway. Umzhia became the new camminication centre
of the division with motor roads which kept to the high ground which en-
circled the broken central area. Bende was left in isolation, joined to
UGmzhia by a new motor road with only one unduly steep gradient. Should the
D.C. (now D.0.) ever have had occasion to visit Arochuku by car in 1940
he had to drive fram Berde to Umiahia, then north to Uzuakoli, then east-

ward along the northern high ground past Alayi, Item and Abiriba to Ebem,
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where he turned south along the old 1910 road to Arochuku. If he was
prepared to walk along the direct route he would have to follow a track
that had reverted to its original uncleared sta£9, the only signs of all
the work that had been put into it between 1907 and 1911 being a few iron-
stone culverts up-ended in one ‘of the swanps. :




47
CHAPTER 6.: EDUCATION

The spread of education is one of the success stories in the history
of Ibo and Ibibio development. It began with the missions and remained
predaminantly in their hands throughout the colonial pericd. The govern-
ment's efforts were limited in the initial stage to establishing a few pri-
mary schools and then after the 1914/18 war to providing an inspection
system and a limited number of secondary schools. (one for the Eastern Pro-
vinces at Umxdike (Bende Division, and one, less the two highest fomms, at
Owerri). These missions were the "Big Five" as they came to be cailﬁ
(namely the Church of Scotland Mission, the Church Missionary Society,
its southern branch the Nicer Delta Pastorate, the Methodist Mission and

the undenaminational Qua Ibo mission) and the Raman Catholic Mission. The

" C.S.M. were first on the scene, establishing a mission station and school

in Calzbar in 1846/7. The C.M.S. followed ten vears later at Onitsha in
1856 and their branch, the Niger Delta Pastorate, became established at
Bonny in the Eastern Delta in 1864. Tne other missions followed during
and after the establishment of the 0il Rivers Protectorate, the Raman Cath.“-
lics to settle at Onitsha. in 1865 and at Calabar in 1903, the Qua (or Kwa)
Ibo on the river of that name in 1887 at Ibeno, the Methodists, the:; known
as the Primitive Methodists, at Calabar and Akwayafe in 1893. Other lesser
missions followed, but the educatidnal lead obtained by the mission schools
at Calabar, Onitsha and Bonny meant that it wes their former pupils that
were able to obtain almost all the superior clerical and technical posts
that were open to Nigerians. Interest in Bonny faded with the removal of
government and camercial headquarters to Port Harcourt, but Calabar and
Onitsha developed into the two educational centres of Eastern Nigeria, a

position which they continued to hold throughout the colonial period.

The local chiefs and traders at Calabar and Bonny, hoping to maintain

their monopoly of trade with the hinterland, were not prepared to allow any
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Buropeans to move inland and the missions had to wait until the Protecto-
rate Govermment had forced an entry and brought the area under their con-
trol. Tne C.S.M. had been able to move as far as Okoyong, just north of
Creek Town (Calabar), but no further until after the Arochuku expedition.
At first sight Bende, the fommer Aro slave market and communication centre,
seemed a very suitable place for a mission and the C.S.M. under the leader-
ship of Mary Slessor hoped to forestall the Roman Catholic mission who were
said to be thinking of settling there. But her friend Dr. Adams, the D.M.O.
Bende, dissuaded her by pointing out that it was not as suitable as people
had thought.. Its population was estimated at barely 2-4,000, it was not
likely to become a.trading centre and transport overland to it would be
difficult. He also said that Bishop Johnson of the C.M.S. (or N.D.P.) was
already in Bende "prospecting”. So she settled instead at Itu at the routh
of the Enyong, with a school at Amasu on the Arochuku side of the creek.
(Mary Slessor pp. 196/7) This wes in 1903. The same N.D.P. missionaries
visited Arochuku. The very limited resources of these missions, both in
personnel and funds, prevented any large scale or rapid expansion inlard
and the "Big Five", whose doctrinal differences were not very great, soon
accepted an unwritten agreement not to compete against each other and for
this reason to restrict their expansion to ;.:a:ticular areas. Thus the M.M.
moved from Akwayafe in the Calabar delta to Oron on the western side of
the Cross River arc then extended northward through the Uyo district to
establish one of their main centres at Ikot Ekpene. The Qua Ibo remained
confined to the southern Ibibio district, while the N.D.P. moved north-
ﬁx’d fram Bonny along the Imo and its tributary the Otamini to Ebu in the

vicinity of Owerri in 1906.

From the outset the establishment of a mission station had meant the
provision of a school. The govermment was egually concerned with education.
It assisted the C.S.M. with a teacher training establishment at Calabar;

it set up its own govermment institution at Bonny in 1900 and 1905 and it
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opened goverrment primary schools at most of its rore accessible district
stations, Bonny in 1900, Arochuku in 1903, Opobo and Uwet in 1905, Eket

and Owerri in 1906. Several yeafs were to elapse before Bende district was reache
and by that time mission schools were already being opened there. The

Bende 1907 report states baldly under the heading "Schools" “"None in the
district". The 1908 report repeats this, adding that two pupils had been
sent to Bonny Collece and their school fees of £l2.9.8d had been paid out

of native court funds. One died but the other, Dyonisius, was reported to

be a sharp 1ad and doing well, The 1903 report is missing but it was pre-
sumably in that year that a government school was opened, not at Bende

but at Oloko. ~he 1910 report refers to it and its poor attendance, for by
that time better supervised mission schools were beginning to make their

appearance. " The "annual subscription” wes £50, of which the Oloko Native

‘Court funds contributed £30 and "the chief" £20. The “"chief" was probably

one of the Oloke warrant chiefs who collected the money fram his people.
The head:\a.ste.r‘s name but not'his salary Was given, that of his successor wag
supplied in the H.P.C.'s inspection notes of 1911: but the annual report for
that year tells us that the school wes closed in August because of poor
attendance, adding that there was a good mission school at Oloko, a srall
one at Ndoru and one at Bende. Actually there were more schools for Hives's
1911 handing over notes refer to five missions with black "teachers or

s greachers” established at Olcoko, Ebem, Ozuitem, Ozuakoli and Iyila. It
was much the same in the adjacent districts; the phenamenal expansion of
mission churches and schools had begun. By 1912 there were at least six
schools. The M.M. had one at Bende and another at Arriam (Exriam); the
N.D.P. had schools at Arriam (Erriam) and probably at Ozuitem and Uzuakoli
unless these had been temporarily closed; they appear again in the 1913
figures. The N.D.P. had schools at Oloko and Qmosu (Umosu Nsulu) and the
C.S.M. at Ebem and Abiriba. By 1913 there were fifteen. The M.M. had

taken over the central part of the district extending diagonally northward




fram Arrianm w0 Uzuakoli, where in due course it established a teacher
training ‘college and boys secondary school with a s‘eoonde.ry Girls schcol
a few miles further up the railway at Cvim. The N.D.P. had taken over
the Oloko and Umuahia areas, while the C.S.M. were left with the Cross

River Ibo towns on the ncrth eastern edge of the district.

This relatively sudden expansion had little to do with anYevangelising
drive on the part of the missions or with a sudden mass conversion to
Cnristianity on the part of the people. The drive certainly care from
the people but fram both pagan and would-be Christian elements. To them
a chuxch and its school could be said to provide the key to the power of
the Burcpean, the power which had already enablec.i Efik, Borny, Sierra
Yeonesns and other educated Africans to exploit or,aé they put it, -‘.:o
"ogprass” them. Even more obviously if the young men of a village were
educated, that is, could speak or write English they could obtain the

same superior emplovment as these pore favoured Africans.

The proccedure was very sinple. The tovn or village sent a deputatien
to the minister at the mission hefadquarters asking him to seng and open &
church and school in their town and undertaking to provide the school
buildings and the teacher/catechist's pay. As soon as he wes satisfied on
these points he provided a teacher, who became a "preacher” on Sundays,
wiile the pecple put'up a school building for him which he used as his

Hurch on Sundays, and found the money for his salary, usually by way of
schoel fees. But once the novement got under way there was an immeciate
shortage’ of teachers, for it took time to recruit and train them and many
oi them, once they had completed their contracted period of service to the
mission, left for more remunerative government or camercial emloyment. .
The 1914/18 war also provicded additional-difficulties and it was not until
the 1920s that tha. movenent reached its peak and not till the 193Cs that the

shortage of teachers had been overccme. There were by then other smaller
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missions in the field and a mmber of educated African entrepreneurs who
were very ready to try and fill the gap, but the smaller missions normally
had not the means or the facilities for t:aining teachers and rost of the
entrepreneurs lacked any training as teachers; both found the schools

which they had been prevailed upon to establish closed by the govermment
education officer as being below standard. The goverment had already
withdrawn fram providing for primary education ard it was left to the "Big
Five" and the Raman Catholic mission to expand their secondary and train-
ing schools to meet the demand, while the govermment devoted its own limi-
ted resources to the establishment of a fes secondary schools and of a
system of inspection and registration of all schools in its territory.

By the 1930s a revarkably efficient arrancement had been evolved, in which
the villages and towns built and maintained their own schools and found

the money for the teacher's salary; the missions staffed and supervised
them and the goverrment inspected them ard maintained their standards. By
the end of the 1930s alrost every Ibo or Ibibio village or town of any size
had its sch.ool. Same had two or three, and the intense conpetitive rivalry
that characterised these segmentary cammnities meant tha;*. no village with

any self respect could afford to be without one.

The rapid expansion added to this and introduced a new element -
religious rivalry. A village unable to secure a teacher from one mission
could always approach another which might be prepared to help them. In
the Eastern Province however the choice was limited to one between Pro-
testant and Catholic. For the five Protestant missions had agreed to keep
to their own areas and not to camete against each other. The Raman Catho-
lic mission saw no reason why it should adhere to such conventions. Ecume-
nism between Protestant and Catholic was in any case very ruch a thing of
the future. The Protestants as first camers into the country tended to
look upon the Catholics as interlopers. They settled to begin with at

Onitsha and Calabar, and when thev roved into the interior they established
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stations at Ikot Expene, where the Methodists had settled, and at Owerri
near the N.D.P. In the 1920s their resources had been greatly increased

as had their priests, who were now recruited fram the Irish province of
their order. Those villages which haj been unsuccessful in acquiring a
school or an additional school were now satisfied but considerable friction
developed between Protestant and Catholic comrmnities, particularly in the
Owerri province, which founé an outlet in litication mainly in the Native
Courts, in the boycott of markets and in similar actions. But there was
also a massive increase in the number of schools. The Bende district
(division) escaped most of the troudbles, the Roman Catholic mission was not
strongly represented in it. It had a few primary schools and one of them
in Ozuitem, which by then was a Methodist stronghold, provoked same litiga-
tion but that was all. The district wes zlso fortunate in regard to second-
ary education, for it possessed two secondary schools and training colleges,
namely the Methodist college at.Uzvakoli and the Govermment college at
Umudike in the Umiahia area, while its C.S.M. schools had easy access down

the Cross R.i.ve.r to similar colleges in Calzbar.




CHAPTER 7: STATION AND STAFFT

Bende, like most other district stations, consisted of a forest clear-
ing which had been roughly levelled and stumped and converted into a large
open space, which was only prevented fram reverting to jungle by constant
cutlassing of the grass and brushwood. Within this area were the houses
of the Puropean and Rfrican staff, the prison camound (vard), warders',
police and station labourers' lines, a hospital and dispensary, a district
and other offices and courts. The Buroc2an guarters were sited at same
distance fram the other buildings, the idea being that the more they were
isolated the less likely they were to attract malaria carrying mosquitos.
In course of time, the space arourd these superior quarters and any ad-
Jjacent open ground was converted into a golf course. Tennis courts were
made for the African and Puropean staff and a rest house for goverrment
officers, who in those cays were almost all Europ2an. Bende station also
contained ‘a detachment of the Southern Nigerian Regiment which wes located
in a separat.e cantomment, but this was transferred in 1908 to Umduru and

thence to Okigwi, when that station wes established.

There were two categories of buildings, "permenent” and "temporary”.
A "temporary building" was defined as one "of local construction", that is
it was built by the local people out of local materials. Its walls were of
dried mid, which wes either solid or had been plastered on to a stick frame—
work. The roof was made from raffia palm fronds. Their stems when stripped
of their leaves were called barboos and formed poles which were tied to—
gether with cord (“tie tie") made fram the fibrous ste m of this tree to
form two operwork frames. These when tied together provided the roof and
carried the tile-like roofing mats made out of the leaves. Unfortunately
the walls provided highways for termites; the mats as soon as they became
dry were eaten by other insects and with the roof frames needed corstant

renewal. A "permanent building" in the 1920s was one with a timber framed
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and corrugated iron roof, a cement floor, and concrete foundations carry-
ing walls made out of cement blocks. But in this early period cement
blocks had not been heard of ard walls were of locally made bricks. These
were preceded by prefabricated bungalows which the Protectorate Govermment
had inported for its officers. They were made of timber and corrugated
iron and were raised off the ground on cast iron pillars. The basic unit
could be made up into two small roams encircled by a broad verandzh, and
two or rore of these units could be cambined to form larger structures.
There was no kitchen or servants' roams; these were expected to be erected
in the camound at scme distance from the house out of local materials.
Heads of departments and other officers of eguivalent rank were entitled
to a separate house of their own, other officers were expected to live
following the Azmy fashion, each in his own quarters but cambined together
for feeding and recreation into a Mess. The guarters and the less were
furnished and servants were provided for the Mess. After the Arochuku ex-
pedition districts were established in the hinterland and each district was
provided in.1904 with one of these bungalows. It was an expensive outlay

which was not repeated.

The Bende bungalow of 1904 was erected bv a P.W.D. foreman (Buropean)
and several African carpenters (from the Gold Coast or Sierra Leone). It
contained separate roams for three officers (D.C., D.M.O. and A.D.C.) and
a larger room for the Mess. It was furnished and three servants looked
after the Mess. The only other permenent building in the station was the
treasury strong roam which, with a water tank, was installed by the P.W.D.
in 1906/7. Thereafter it was left as in other districts to the D.C., who
was expected to do what he could to convert the temporary buildings in his
station into permanent ones, using any funds that could be spared for it
and any materials that could be purchased fram the local factories. Most
of the money went on replacing mat roofs with corrugated iron sheets on a

timber framework and until the end of this periocd when pit sawyers had
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bequn to operate in the district.; even the timber had to be bought fram

the factories at Itu on the Cross River and brought in via the Enyong and

Ikpe creeks. Walls continued to be made of mud, as for example in the case of
the new telegraph office, which was also the post office. (See report

for 1911) The government hoped to replace these with bricks. Brickfields

had been established in 1900 at Etetim, an island in the Cross River which

was to supply the needs of Calabar township and in due course s.inple brick
presses and moulds were issued to the districts and brickmaking wes added

to the list of prison duties. It survived until 1929 in the Ogoja prison

but was found impractical elsewhere. Quantities of wood were needed to

fire the bricks and there was a dearth of skilled bricklayers.

The site chosen for the station was soon found to be too congested
and it was decided to remove it to one further east on a broader part of
the Bende ridge. A pencil copy of the approved plan has survived with
the haramg over notes designed,-judging fram the names given to its rore
praminent features, for local consumption. It is shcown as page 62.

The transfer was:a leisurely one, as the D.C. received no additional staff
and little financial assistance. It wes nearing camletion when the station
was closed in 1914, not to be reopened until 1922. During the transfer
fram the o0ld to the new site people remained in their old quarters until
their new ones were ready for occupation. All that is except the Burc-
pean staff, for their bungalow was demolished at once in order to be re-
erected on the new site. By the end of 1910 it had been re-erected but

as two separate houses, one for the D.M.O. and the other for the A.D.C.
The reports Go not tell us where the D.C. was housed but a house was even-
tually built for him in 1911 out of material which he had prudently bought
in 1909 fram the factories at Itu and paid for out of Native Court funds.
The furniture of the original bungalow seems to have been distributed be—

tween the three quarters, the D.C.'s being saddled with that of the Mess

*
Tne licences issued by the forest guard and sioned bv the D.C. vere
probably for this work.




except for the five wicker chairs and cushions which were appropriated by
the D.M.0. (Vide attachment to 1911 handing over notes.) It is not clear
whether the system of messing together came to an end at this time or some-
what later. It was never suited to "bush" conditions where officers spent
most of their time on tour and because of this had to provide themselves
with the staff, furniture and food which they needed on their travels.

The construction of separate houses for the D.C., D.M.O. and A.D.C. would
seem to be a move in that direction. The "rest house for paying guest”
shown on the plan was built but the "mess and billiard room" was not.
Billjard tables in any case never got further than the Regirental Mess and
the Buropean Club at Calabar. "Paying cuest” was a gibe at the new regu-
lation that travelling officers occupving a govermment rest house should
pay a fee (which in my day was a shilling a night). Previously any officer
visiting a station was quartered on the Mess. The regulation did not apply
to the numerous other rest houses in the district. The 1910 report boasted
that there were 56 of these, a more sober estimate was prcbably the 30

given in the handing over notes of the same vear.

hhén I was posted to the district in the 1930s rost of these buildincs
had disappeared or had been rebuilt in another part of the station. The
hospital and the medical buildings had been transferred with the D.M.O. to
Umuahia, so had the police, and there were no longer any station labourers;
their work was done by the prisoners. The caxmlex of offices, courts and
stores labelled "Sieser's Kamp" on the plan had disappeared and the site
was occuped by two very large mat roofed houses for the D.O. and A.D.O.
The permanent buildings erected in 1910 for the A.D.C. and the D.M.O. sur-
vived, isolated in the middle of the golf course; the one had became the
district office, the other the govermment rest house. Officers had found
them much too hot and small to live in and had preferred to build larger

and cooler quarters elsewhere and to maintain them with prison labour.
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Staff

The Burcpean staff of most Southern Nigerian districts was limited to
2 D.C., an A.D.C. and a D.M.0. The duties of the first two officers have
been described in a previous chapter. The D.M.0. was primerily concerned
with the health of the government staff and then with the health of the
district. To do this he was provided with a hospital, a dispensary and an
office. He had under him a dispenser who could be left in charge of these
when he was on tour and, in Bende at least, he had a "messenger". There
were at this date no nurses except in the larger hospitals at Lagos and
Calabar, but in those days and later patients were fed and cared for by
their relatives, who came, lived and coocked for them in the hospital com-
pound. There were also small additicnal houses serving as a prison and
as an isolation hospital. If a Puropean officer beca"e sick he was nursed
in his quarters or invalided to the Puropean hospital at Calabar, the D.M.O.
travellinf; with him. If he failed to resoond to treatment in the Puropean
hospital he was shipped hame on the next mail boat. Fegulaticns prescribed
that while government staff were treated free, other persans adnitted to
hospital should pay hosaitai fees if they could afford it but D.M.O.s, to

avoid accounting difficulties, invariably classified them all as paupers.

til 19C8 the station also contained officers (Buropean) and men
(African) of the Southern Nigerian Pegiment but the reports do not give
either ﬂei: nurmbers or their names. They lived in a cantonment and sepa-
rated from the rest of the station. The administrative and medical officers
were, as we have seen, quartered together. There were no department or
other officers posted to the district and apart fram brief tours of inspec—
tion by senior officers of variocus departments or of P.W.D. foremen tempo-
rarily posted there to supervise the erection or rebuilding of the govern-
ment bungalow, the D.C., D.M.O. and A.D.C. were left on their own, disturbed

only by the influx of the Governor and staff en route to open the new district
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of Okigwi and an abrasive visit by the kon. the Provincial Cammissioner
Bedwell in 1911. But they were not left there very long. The full tour
was one of twelve months but only a single officer (Crawford) conpleted
one; the others were lucky if they rerained in Bende for over five months.
But though they were perpetually changing. they kept returning there,
particularly the D.C.s and Acting D.C.s.~

The staff list attached to the 1917 Nigeria Handbook shows that most
of these officers were still in the service and it gives their salary
scales. By that date they had became CZficers instead of Camissioners
except “for the P.C.s, who were now Pesidents. The P.C. Bedwell had acguired
a C.M.G. and had attained the eminence of a Resident 1lst Class (salary scale
£800-25-1,000 + £160 duty pay). Cockourn had disappeared, presumably on
retirement. Hives was now a District Cificer lst Class (s.s. £500-20-600
+ £100 duty pay). lMost of the others (e.c. Palmer, Ingles, Burrouchs,

torave and Rising) were D.O.s 2nd Class (s.s. £400-20-500 + £80 cuty pay).
Thoroson was still an A.D.O. (s.s. £300-13-400 and no duty pay), Cotton was
a2 police magistrate lst Grade (s.s. the same as D.O.s lst Class). The
other junior officers were not mentioned; they had presumably been released
for war service. The two foremen mentioned in the reports, Rosario and

Brown, were usyw P.W.D. assistant engineers 3nd Grade (s.s. £300-15-400).

We are fortunate in having a list of the African staff and their salaries

Thus Hives was there in 1906 and for part of the time acted as D.C.

He was back again in 1907,. when he handed over to Cockburn. Details
are missing for 1908 and 9 but Cockburn was D.C. at the beginning of
1910, handing over to Ingles in June when he went on leave. Ingles
handed over to Cotgrave, who was there for a short time before handing
over .to Cockburn probably in December. Cockburn however was invalided
in February 1911 and was relieved by Rising, who handed over to Cotgrave
in March. He was relieved by Hives in May, who remained there till
Cockburn returned to take over in July 1911. Cockburn was there until
January 1912, when he went on leave. Cotton, who took over from him,
remained until May when he went on leave. Cotgrave came from Okigwi

to take over fram him and remained there till June when Crawford
arrived and he (Cotgrave) returned to Okigwi. Crawford had been an
A.D.C. in Bende in 1907 and he remained as Acting D.C. in Bende until

June 1913, when he handed over to Burrouchs, who handed over to Rising
in November of the same year.
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attached to the P.C.'s inspection notes of 6th December 1911. He must have

copied it from the office records for it was already out of date because accord-

ing to the 1911 annua) report Interpreter Morikwe had been imprisoned for
theft in November of that year. Their names shown in it and elsewhere in
the reports bring out their very diverse origins. Same, like Archibong,
Hogan, Orok, Cobham and Ekanem were Efiks, same like Pepple and Jumbo.were
fram Bonny, same were Yoruba e.g. Lawani and Adegun, same were fram the Gold
Coast, e.g. Addoe, Quashi Arnhim. Those with English surnames were pro—
bably Sierra Leone repatriates (the descendants of slaves rescued by the
Navy and dumped at Free ’ro»m., Sierra Leone, who had elected to retwmn to
their hameland and had been settled.in Lagos and Calaktar during the previous

century). Those with English Christian names were prosably Iko.

All the superior posts were held by people who came from elsewhere and
sare of their occupations were confined to men from garticular groups.
Thus carpenters were either fram Sierra Leone or the Gold Coast, policemen
were either Yoruba or Ito. We can also assume that the unnamed ganc érivers,
station labourers and Native Court messengers were also Ixo and that only

the last two.had been recruited locally.

There was nothing unusual in this diversity. It was much the same in

most other inland districts and with such a polyglot staff it was not sur-

prising that the language in which they had to conmunicate wes English, for
this was not only the medium for all higher education but also in its pidgin
English form the language of the market place. It wes also the language
used for all official records, including those of Native Court cases. For
the same reason there were no less than six interpreters, three attached to
the district office and travelling with the D.C. and A.D.C. and three or
where necessary four for the four Native Courts. The absence in the list
of an interpreter for Oloko Native Court was prcbably due to the C.N.C.

Oloko, to judge from his name, being an Ibo and therefore able to speak




one of the languages used in his court.

The senior ranking African official was the district clerk and, in
the medical establishment, the dispenser. Like the D.C. the district clerk's
duties were multifarious. He had to prepare, type and register all the
correspandence and returns for which the D.C. was responsible. For examle,
in the case of the Local Treasury he had to prepare all the payment and
receipt muchefs that passed through it and the monthly transcript of the
cash book that had to be sent to the rssistant Treasurer at Calabar.
There were also the quarterly and annual reports for the P.C. and for the
Forestry, Agriculture, Prisons, Police and other governmment departments.
He was also t.he registrar for the D.C.'s and the A.D.C.'s court, preparing
the returns of all cases heard by them; he had to type out the copies of
coroner's inquests and the depositions taken in all cases transferred to
the Assizes and he had to camwile the statistics for the monthly returns
of the C.N.C.s of the four Native Courts for transmission to the P.C. with
the quarterly and annual reports and, whare the sentences involved irprison-
ment, to the Judge of the Division‘;_l Court. He had only an office messencer
to help him until 1913, vhen he had an assistant clerk and he
had to teach himself to type. For no provision was made by the government
either at this pericd or later for any training of its clerical staff. They
had to teach thasglves. One of the results of this was that the D.C. could
never rely on the accuracy of anything that went out of his office unless

*

he had systematically checked it for all possible clerical errors.

Unlike the district clerk the dispenser had received same professionalmedical
training, but like the district clerk he had also to run the D.M.0.'s office,
deal with his correspondence and returns and when the D.M.O. was on tour,

with anyone referred to the dispensary or the hospital for treatment.

Hence the inaccuracies in these rezcrts which, being duplicate copies,
had not received the same attenticn.




The interpreters for the Native Courts disappeared rapidly as soon
as the C.N.C.s were locally recruited, while men of higher educational
qualifications were employed as district interpreters and took over most
of the district clerk's judicial work. Their salaries were raised to the
same level and their status attained near parity with the district

clerk and the dispenser.

The status of the clerks of the Native Courts on the other hand de-
clined as their numbers increased. Tne four clerks in 1911 were paid £4
a month or over. The Bende N.A. estimates for 1937 provided for sixteen
clerks each at a salary of £1.5.0 a month. But these were locally re-
cruited and their low pay could be offset against the adventages of living
in one's hare area. It was the same with the court messengers. In 1911
there were fourteen and their pay ranged fram £1.5.0 to £l a month. In

1937 there were sixty-six and they received fifteen shillings each a month.

The services of the eleven station labourers were terminated when the
station was closed and none were recruited thereafter, while the emloyment
of the transport clerk at Ikpe and of the canoe boys ended as soon as the
district was no longer dependent on weter transport. The nutber and the
wages of the cance boys were not given in t}xe P.C.'s list. They seem to
have been casually recruited as and when they were needed. The 1910 report
(Head 4, item 12) refers to ten being emloyed in that year and paid fifteen
shillings each with £1 for the headman. Unlike the station labourers and
court messengers and other unskilled employees they were not local Ibo or
Ibibio, for neither of these were ater folk. They probably came fram the
Agwaguna or other Middle Cross River tribes that controlled the traffic on

this part of the river.

ol
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INTELLIGENCE REPORT

BENDE DIVISION. OWERRI PROVINCE.
I11. Historical

In 1905-6 the Bende Onitsha Hinterland Expedition operated in the
District. Very little information in connection with the operations has
been preserved in the Bende office but the following report by Mr. F.

Hives then Acting District Camissioner was found pasted in an old intelli-

gence book and is considered of sufficient interest to be quoted in full.

"Having received instructions fram the 0.C. - B.O.H. Expedition to
accampany the Column as Political Officer for such time as the Colum was
operating in the Bende District, I beg to report as follows:-

The Colum left Bende on the 24th November O5 and proceeded N.W. to
Nkpa. This large town had never been visited before, and had a very bad
name, for seizing people and slave cdealing, and also preventing people
fram going to Ozuakoli market. Only slight resistance was offered when
the Colum passed through, but offered a lot of resistance when same of the
troops returned, since then the chiefs and people have came in and given up
109 cap guns, and have also made good roads, and built a rest house on Eme
River.

The Column passed through the towns of Omobiala, Noyah and Amalum,
before reaching main camp at Onicha, these three towns did not offer any
resistance and gave up their guns, and have made good roads:-

I was then attached to Sub Colum No.3 under Capt C.V. Fox and the
following are the largest towns visited and dealt with viz.

Thuma a fair sized town on Imo River about 1 hour's march from Qmo-—
Wan-Wan. This town offered slight resistance, and the people caught a
messenger who was carrying a letter, and cut the sinews of his hand, and
sent him back refusing to let him proceed.

Okai-Aqu a very large thickly populated .town which had a very bad

name, and was a place of refuge for a large number of runaway Bonny and



Opcbo men, none of the friendly towns were allowed to trade there. This
town offered a considerable resistance when the troops entered it, and it
was a considerable time before the ch-iefs would come in, and I consider
it very doubtful that they have given up all their guns, as they state
they have considering the small number of guns given up viz 24 compared
with the size of the town. The people have come in, and have started to
make roads.

Ama-Oguqu a large town on the Iku River, the people of which offered
a certain amount of resistance, although they seemed to be divided amongst
themselves what attitude to take. I had received information of there
being a big ju-ju in this town called Unyam which was older than the Aro
Chuku ju-ju and considered by same to be the bigger, natives fram Bonny,
Opobo, Aro Chuku and Oka had visited it and human sacrifices were held
there.

We were shown the ju-ju place by a friendly chief named Wbani of Qmo
Oparé, who had visited the ju-ju three years ago. The ju-ju place was
situated on the Iku River ard although the paraphernalia, and skulls (of
which there must have been a great number, judging fram the number of
baskets in which they are hung up) had been removed, it was evident from
fresh marks that the ju-ju place had lately been used, ard the sacrificial
stone still remained. Upon receiving orders fram the 0.C. the juju place
was campletely destroyed ard one of the two ju-ju priest captured, the
other one I regret to say is still at large.

The people have care since, and given up guns, Gmo—Okalla - This is
about the largest of the towns dealt with, the campounds being very large,
one viz Qno-Aqu-Ngorli being over a mile in circumstance and very campact,
the people offered a certain amount of resistance but have now came in and
given up guns, and promise submission to the Goverrment.

Ugﬁ - a town joining Nkpa on the south with four large carpourds,

one of which viz Awa offered a serious opposition, the place being strongly
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fortified with stockades, and all the roads leading into the towns had
holes, about 1 ft deep with sharp bamboo spikes in the bottom of them. In
the market place there was a war ju-ju and hundreds of short poisoned
arrows, the points of which wiicbeing boiled over a slow fire. A number
of guns were captured here, and fram the amount of resistance offered it
is extremely lucky that the Column did not have any casualities. It was
same time before these people would surrender, but eventually they came
in and gave up their guns.

The town[s] of Qmo-Ncashi, Omo-Karbia, Ude, (Ekenga) and Qmo-Hu,

all offered slight resistance, but have now came in, and given up their
quns.

All the towns mentioned are in what is known as the Gho-Oho country,
which extends W. a few miles of Ozuakoli to the Imo River. The country
is well watered the largest creek-[s] being the Bre, Mfre, Iku ard Obia,
which all flow into the Imo River.

The towns are all large, and thickly populated the largest market
places being in Okaiago. The chiefs of the towns mentioned have given up
their guns, and state that they wish to be submissive to the Government.

In my opinion this part of the country is quite fit to be now handed
over to the District Gmmissi'oner providing it is taken in hand and visited
immediately.

I am of opinion, from the information which I have received fram
friendly natives, that the chief cause of trouble in these towns is caused
by runaway Bonny and Opobo men who levy blackmail, and incite the natives
to depridations which they would not think of doing of their own acocount.
The man who seems to be doing the most mischief is a man named Cbona of
Opobo, who has already served terms imprisonment for blackmailing and has
for saome time been holding a court of his own, and has a number of men in

police uniforms ? to help him (four of these have been captured and now
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await trial at Bende) every effort has been made to capture this man, but

so far I regret to say without result.

(Sgd) F. Hives Ag. D.C.

Bende. 29/1/06

In 1507 Mr. F. Hives and Mc. E. B. Dawson campleted very excellent map of

the District on a scale of 2 miles to 1 inch.
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COMMENTS

The area in which this sub-colum operated was occupied by the large
tribe known to its neighbours and to the government as Ohuhu and to itself
as Igbo. It consisted of the three unrelated sub-tribes of Unuokpara
(Gmopara) , Okajuka (Okaiagu) and Umhu (Qmohu). They were not in any sense
political units and each of the towns and villages of which they were com-
posed acted independently and made its own decisions. Hives sometimes
used sub tribal and sometimes village names when referring to them. The
Umhu settlements were divided by the BEme River, those north of it being
known as Ofeme (beyond the Bme). Amogugu was the only Umhu town mentioned
by him south of this river. Ude and Ekenga were Ofeme towns and the name
Omohu which follows them probably covers the other Ofeme villages. Ugu was
an Nkpa offshoot occupying the same area. Qmo-Okalla, Qmo-Agunorli, Qmo-
Ngashi and OGmo-Karbia were Okajuka villages. QOmowarwan and Ihuma (Ehume)
were Umokpara towns and the "friendly chief named Wbani of Qmopara" must
have come fram. one of the other towns of this sub-tribe.

There were a number of jujus in the Ibo country that were believed

to act as "judicial oracles"; the litigant invoked the spirit to prove the
truth of falseness of his claim by killing him if he was lying. In rost
of them a time limit was set and if he survived this period he won his
case. If he or a close relative died within it he lost it and he and his
property were forfeited to the spirit. Its priests shared out the property
between themselves and his skull was taken to decorate its shrine. In ex-
ceptional cases, for example the Agbala juju of Awka and the Long Juju of
Arochuku, the spirit was believed to kill the perjurer instantly. It was
already known however that in the case of the Long Juju the victim was

- not killed but hidden and sold away in another part of the country when his
relatives had left Arochuku. I very much doubt if the Amogugu juju was
associated with any "human sacrifices". Hives's reference to baskets of
skulls which had been removed before his arrival suggests that it was a
judicial oracle of the normal kind similar to one with which I was in-
volved in a town further down the Imo in Aba division in 1940. Here the
shrine of the juju was surrounded by over 50 skulls, the more recent being
arranged in baskets and placed on benches beside it. Hives, to judge
from his later publications, was obsessed with ideas about human sacri-
fices but these were not an Ibo custom except in same mortuary rituvals and
in these the victim's body, complete with its head, was buried with the

deceased. If an Ibo community wished to make a human sacrifice to its
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juju it made a living one, namely the Osu juju slaves of the northermn
and southern Ibo. In the nineteen thirties the Amogugu juju still func-
tioned as the tutelary deity of this town but its judicial powers had
disappeared and been forgotten.

None of the rivers named in the report were creeks in the official
meaning of the word nor for that matter was the Imo River itself in
these its upper reaches.

"Blackmailing" refers to the practice of passing oneself off as a
government agent or policeman and extorting money from people by threaten-
ing otherwise to arrest and charge them before the D.C. or the P.C.
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ANNUAL REPORT ON BENDE DISTRICT.
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1910.

Political.
The attitude of the natives is friendly; and political Officer has becen
able to visit almost all the towns in the District (with exception of a
few near the Imo River, to the west between Amaogugu and Omobialla,
and to the N.E. between Alayai and Akune_'ni, with only an escort of 3

police.

In June the town of Abiriba was paid £50 indemnity ordered from Ngussi
deaz on account of murder of 6 men from Abiriba in 1907; the conse—
quence of which caused war between the 2 towns and the closing of
markets and roads for same years. The dispute is now settled and

markets and roads opened.

All the towns are now amenable, rore or less to orders of ocourts, and
bring in their cases either to District court or one of the native
courts. If the clerks and chiefs of the native courts could be better
controlled, and checked by Europeans and they ran straight, the con-
fidence of natives would be quite gained and all cases would be brought

2
to court instead of to fetish men or out chiefs for unjust settlement.

Almost all the large towns have one chief holding a native court warrant,

sare have 2 or 3 chiefs as holders.
Ly

There are 158 chiefs who hold warrants to sit in native courts.

On all main roads all towns shew great willingness to help clear and
make roads as long as any payment is made; and there is no difficulty
in obtaining carriers so long as sufficient notice is given to the

chiefs.
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The cash difficulty however is the most serious trouble in District;

it is almost impossible for police, gang drivers, and native staff to .
get articles in the market at price given to rods, or native currency
the natives now claim rods are value 6d to 9d cash instead of Govern-
ment value 3d. If the staff, or anyone want to buy say a chicken they
can do so for 2 rods but when they produce cash the sender raises price
to 2/-or even 2/6 or refused altogether to sell.

In great many cases they refuse to take cash at all. unless a European
is present. due to chiefs.

The educated Calabar, Sierra Leone etc. Natives traders, clerks etc.
greatly encourage the local bush natives to fight:s of cash; as they
(the educated natives) make a very large percentage and profit by meet-
ing local natives coming in with rods to court to take summonses etc
or ‘to pay fine; they then give them cash 5/- to pay into court, ard
take the 20 rods the poor bush man has scraped together; then these
aliens take the 20 rods for which they have paid 5/-=4 rods for 1/-
as laid down and sell the rods in other markets at 6d and 9d each;
even 1/- each. 1In the case of manillas at Oloko and Orohia the rate
for payment for summonses etc is 4 manillas = to 3d or 16 for one
shilling. people in the know get local natives to pay 16 manillas
here for 1/- then send the manillas to Opobo and Azumini markets where

they sell them 9 and 10 for 1/-.

a Political.

(7)

—_
(sl
-

The towns of Item and Alaiyi are more friendly and are bringing cash
into Bende court and also answer sumonses, but it adviseable to send
2 police in nost cases, to serve sumonses and in case of a chief or
popular man it would be advizeable to hold over sumons till a Euro-

pean oould visit the town.

Ntiga in the western portion of District decline to come to Qmohia court,
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but will accept sumons fram Bende. they have been for some years
clamouring for a native court of their own and say they could produce

plenty of cases.

Head 1.B Evpedition.

(9) The Bende Offufu people have peatly [greatly?] improved. There has
been no fighting or any expedition in the district during the year.
There is still consideration amount of slave trading carried on at
Ozuakoli; it is difficult to capture original offenders as they do
not reside at Ozuakoli but only appear on market days, and as soon
as a slave is bought he is transferred fram one man to another, till
in the end no less than 7 or 8 persons would have all to be traced
captured and convicted. The great difficulty is to get witnesses be-

side the man sold, to obtain a conviction.

Head 2.A. District Court.

(1). There have been criminal cases,

(a) and civil cases tried during the year.

(b) 1. of criminal cases have been convicted by D.C.
2 " & v " been sent to assizes
3. " " . " have been acquitted
4" =9 i . 2 " dismissed for want of

evidence or none appearance if

prosecution.

(c) The revenue from District ( ) has been

Native (B) Courts.

{1). The Native Courts have not done as well as they should have done, but
still they are prc;g-re.';sing.

(2). The confidence of the natives hosever in the court, when cases are heard
without a P.\mopean presént have been very greatly shaken and retarded

by the malpractices of same chiefs and same of the clerks.
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Ebem court has been particularly hundicufft [handicapped) by having
had 2 clerks in succession convicted of ilthreating the natives; and
of unscrufulous method of working the authority of that court for
their own aggrandizement.

This court is on a very difficult and bad road which in raining season
is almost impossible; hence District Commr. or Assistant District Com-
missioner can not visit it as often as other courts. The chiefs have
consequently done much as they like.

A new Court house has been built at Ebem, and old rest house greatly

improved and repaired in lst part of year.

6
A District & B. Native Court

(6)

)

(8)
(9)

Oloko Court still has the largest number of cases and Ebem the last
[least?)

7
The total number of cases appearing in court are as follows:

Criminal cases Civil cases
Bende 148 L 1476 %
Oloko 342 " 1563 "
Qnchia 177 & 872 o
Ebem 109 " 251 1
4162 776 2 " Total
(4162)

For further information see appendix D.IX. 2 and 3.

Total cases disposed in all courts during 1910 amount to 4938.
An increase on 1909 of criminal and civil.
Mr. Shaw of Omohia is very energetic.

The balance credit for each court at end of year was:

£ S D
Bende
Olcko
Qrohia
Ebem

An increase on last year 1909 of



72

(10). A considerable amount of money has been paid out of Court funds for
road work and also clearing the Ikpe creek, by which it is hoped to
tap the western portion of district for oil and kernels to send to
Calabar via Itu. when the creek is a little more cleared above Ikpe
to Ntalaku fairly large canoes will be able to trade to 6 or 7 miles
of Oloko, and instead of to reach European factories as at present
taking 4 to 5 days they will be able reach Itu factories in 3 or 3%
clays.s

Head 3. Trade.

(1). Trade has greatly increased during the year 1910, the natives are find-
ing benefit from improvement in most of the roads, distance between
important centres having thus been in most cases greatly reduced and
a number of very steep hills avoided.

(2). Owing to increase of law and orcer people are now more venturescme and
visit markets which a few years ago they dare not, for fear of having
their goods stolen and themselves sold as slaves.

(3). Ozuakoli, Abiriba, Omegu and Ogu Itu continue to be the largest markets
and to attract largest attendance.

(4). More Buropean manufactured goods and luxuries are being sold in markets
by local traders, and in some cases many things can be bought cheaper
in Ozuakoli markets than even at the factories at Itu, not with stand-
ing cost of transport.

(5). Chief articles of barter hcwever are food stuffs and lamps and oil.’

(6). The cash currency however is working into favour very slowly indeed,
and the natives continue to decline to take it in open market or else

double and treble price they ask if rods or manillas are produced.

Head 4. Roads & Creeks.

(1). There is a statement to effect that there is nothing that can pro-
perly [be given?] even the name of a roads in this district, how-

ever several gocods bush paths have had an immense amount of work and




(2).

(3).

(4).

(5).

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)
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labour expended on them in the lst 6 months of the year.

and last 3 weeks).o Chiefly on the (1) Bende-Afikpo road (2) Erriam
road.

Had the improvement started or marked out during lst 6 months of the
year been continued and campleted both the Afikpo and Arochuku roads
would now have been almost quite as good and it would have been
possible to bicycle more than 3/4 of the way on eastern road.!!

The opening left on the causeway about 2% miles along Afikpo road

for which corrugated iron drain pipes were obtained were not put

down before rains and consequence was the road was almost impossible
[impassable?].

During the month of Decewber however an immense amount of work has
been done improving the Bende Arochuku road, for 3 miles and (2) Bende
Afikpo road for lst 3 miles the bad hill between 5 to 6 miles; the 12
and 13 miles have been made safe.

More work has been done on this road in 10 days than in 5 months
before.

The road almost completed between Ogu Itu to Ikpe landing before June
1910; but since untouched, has during the last week of December been
cleared, widened; two bad hills avoided and distance shortened by 3/4
of miles. It is practicable for a bicycle during the dry season for
over 3% of the 4% miles.

In the early part of the year too; a better line of road to avoid
swanp and one hill between Inyang River and town of Ikpe was cut,
stumped 4 partly made.12

During the month of July to Octcber one mile on the Bende and Afikpo
road is reported to have been made along telegraph and and a 50 foot
[trace?]cleared through the forest fram Afikpo to boundary toward

Abiriba.
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Hd. 4 b Creck.

(10)

(6)

(7)

The Abiribi have worked excellently.”

A lot of clearance has been done on the Ikpe creek, Ihim or Nyang
River, Markor creek and Enyong River to . Steel canoe can now
go fram Ikpe-Ogu Itu landing to Itu in one day, if it starts early.

It takes 2 to 5 days return during dry season but much longer in rains
as current is then so rapid and depths of water does not allow pulling
[poling?] - »

During last few month the stores for new site have been brought up

this route.

The saving in carriers expenses is enormous. There still however
remain 30 to 40 ways [trees?] that require blowing up; and one very
narrow portion just above town of Ikorada that requires to be widened
and carriers [barriers?] cut off. A good rest house has been built

at Ikorada on a hillwell above high water, and the rest house at the
Tkpi-Oguitu crossing on Ihhym or Nyang improved and a boys house built.
There is now a transport clerk Mr Briggs stopping at this place to
check stores and forward to Bende, he is not a very williant [brilliant?]
man.

During the month of Mr Ag. D.C. Ingles came down from
Ntalaku in a large wood cance, taking days, as a lot of large fallen
trees and snags had to cleared.

The river from Ntalaku to Ikpe is very winding and requires a great
deal of clearing to be done to render it of any real service, but fair-
ly large native canoes can now get up and down.

Chief Okata of Oloko has done a great deal of work on this part of
river and deserves credit. he promises to bring down lot of oil and

kernels next season.
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Head 4 A. Road & B. Crecks.

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Head 5

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

()

The river above Ikpe has not been surveying so distance can only be
very roughly judged to be about 14 miles, the river is extremely wind-
ing and tortuous. There are no towns on immediate neighbourhood,
either bank crossing to quite 1 mile swamp either side the right bank
is higher than left generally.

A good bridge was built at crossing Ntalaku - Bende Offufu in June;
and road cleared through to Erriam.

During dry season this road is better for person going Bende Ikot
Ekpene less hilly and considerably shorter but in rains the swamp after
crossing at Ntalaku is very bad.15

There is a good Rest House at Ntalaku one mile from river and Chief
Okata has established a trading station about 800 yards fram river
and built several huts. .

Ten canoe boys were employed for transport work and clearing all last
year and paid 15/- per month each and head man £1 - fram native court
funds.

About £20 pounds also was .spent cn clearing work during the year.
Prison.

A site for new prison has been selected on high ground at the back of
the new present Hospital, about 500 yards fram D.C. house.

The Chiefs of Bende have pramised to clear the bush, stump and level
thr gound for £20.

The site is almost ready now and chiefs have received part payment.
The enclosure will be 100 yards square sufficient - accanodation will
be available for 200 prisoners.

The health of prison has not been good during the year. There has been
several outbreaks of dysentry; one of scurvey, and a lot of pneumonia.

During the last 6 weeks of year however the health of prisoners has

greatly improved and is now good.
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(6) The admission to Hospital have been 71, the food has been indifferent
and the D.M.O. has reconmend the contract with the present contractor,
Mr. Macauley should terminate at the end of 1910 and recammend he be
not granted the tender again in future. >

(7) During the last [first)) 6 months prisoners were chiefly employed on
road work. During the last 6 they have been employed on removal the
old station to new site and erection of European bungalow Estimate
value prison labour is £602.6.3.

(8) Cost rations £461.1.7.

9) Total of admission and releases during 1910 were

(10) Total camitted during year 309 male and 19 female.

(11) Daily average in prisor; 100.56.

(12) Total Deaths 27.

(13) " Escapes 3; recaptured.

Head 6. Schools.

(1) There is a Government School at Oloko with about 42 boys enrolled
but usual attendance is less than 25.

(2) Okon Edem is a schoolmaster at salary of £ Per An., he is not
particularly smart man.

(3) Each boy receive . one singlet and one cloth each paid for from Oloko
court funds. '

(4) Annual subscription by chief is £50 payable in advance £30 of which
paid by Oloko court funds and €20 by chief vide Bende D.P.Mo.
827/22/10/10.

(5) Two scholars are being sent fram Bende to Bonny Government School and
subscriptions paid by Bende native Council each quarter.

(6) A new school house and quarters for boys was erected at cost £35
R.I.E. 1909. It was started in December 1909 but not properly com-
pleted till after June 1910.

(7) The Schoolmasters quarters have also been remired and improved.
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A School garden has been started.

Head 7 Native Staffs.

(1)
(2) .
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

List of Bende N.S. see attached list appendix A.

I regret none of staffs can be reported very favourably.

The District Clerk Mr. W. Esselfie is very slow and does not know his
work well. He has failed to pass his promotion examine [examination]
and his increment has been stopped.

Mr. Ekeke and Mr Jaja the Interpreters are the best, but Mr. Jaja is
$till far from efficient, he however is learning to typewrite and do
clerical work and writes a very fair hand. Mr Ekeke cannot write.
The carpenter Quashi Am}um who had been on station for over 3 years
was at last year removed and one Dickson and replaced him in May.
Dickscn is a fair carpenter but very slow worker.

Cne of Interpreters Mr. Hamilton was imprisoned in October on severe
charge, Mr. Scott the 4th Interpreter is very slack.

Prison warder Hamilton was removed end of June and one Amoso took
his place - Amoso was imprisoned for about and one Onoye is
now warder and being useless man and quite incarpetent for his job.

3 extra Gang Drivers are being paid from native court funds and ten

fram prison vote.

(9)

(10)

(11)

Head 8

The Gang Drivers now do guard over prison and police furnish treasury
quard.

Both police and Gang drivers required to be augmented to campete with
increasing work.

The new clerk Ebem Mr Archibong appointed October is doing fairly well.

Public Works.

(1)

The bungalow on old site were started to be removed about August 1910
and two separate quarters one for A.D.C. and ore D.M.O. have already
been campleted.

Unfortunately they have not been erected on original plan and are built
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in esch , the splendid new is practically lost, each
bungalow footing almost into the next, and D.M.O. bungalow placed
right on center of main both road leading to Afikpo, the road will
now have to be diverted. It is also built on partly marked up ground
has already sink on, on side over 3 inches. It would have been on

17

solid ground it built further forward according to my original plan.

Political [Public] works

Head 9

There has been very great difficulty re transport of material owing

to want of water transport. There are still a lot of large planks and
timber at Isu Itu. The steel canoe has been ordered to be returned

to Calaba..r doubt if wood canoe will be large enough to carry such large
timber.

Forest and Agriculture.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

During early part year a very great deal of planting transplanting
rubber, orange lime, and cocoa trees, was done about station and over
2000 shade tree seeds, and lot lime and pawpaw trees have been planted
along main roads at rest houses at Ebem, Oloko, Qmohia, Erriam, Abiriba,
Ogu Itu, Ndewo, Isiugu and Ndogi.

The rubber (para) trees at Ndewo and Bende are doing very well there
are about 110 rubber and 22 cocoa trees planted at Ndewo, 180 to 200
rubber and 50 cocoa about Bende town at old site, and 45 (para) rubber
trees and 48 coooa trees, and 50 elastics on new site.

Same of the (para) rubber trees at old cemetry are over 13 foot in
height.

A very excellent garden has been laid out in terraces on new site, it
is a good soil, and plenty water obtainable within 800.

Same cocoa seeds have been given to Schoolmaster at Oloko to plant at
Oloko in the school garden.

One of station labourers Monday by name was sent for a fortnight in
station to Calabar curator early in 1909 to learn garden work, he is

18
not a success however.
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Head 10 Miscellaneous

Passing officials.

(1)

19
The following have visited Bende, or passed through during the year.

(b) Changing of staff.

(2)

Mc. A.D.C. Palmer was relieved by A.D.C. Smith on 7.2.10 on transfer.
Major W.A.C. Cockburn proceeded on leave in June and was relieved by

Mc. Ag D.C. Ingles,on 14/6/10. Mr. Brown foreman of works arrived
Bende 13th June 1910 to remove bungalow to new site and do P.W.D. works.
Dr. Suffern D.M.O. proceeds on leave 7th March 1910 and was relieved

by Dr. Wilson; Dr. Wilson was transferred to Ikot Ekpene 9th Juhe 1910.
Warder Hamilton was relieved by Amos Amosi on 30th June 1910. Carpenter
Quasi Arnhim was transferred to Calabar and relieved by Dickson who

arrived 1.2.10.

(C) Telegraphs.

Telegraph line from Bende to Afikpo was carpleted ; a lot of
clearing has been done on the line near Abiriba during July to October
and, last 3 weeks Decearber a great improvement has been affected on
telegraph road for lst 3 miles from Bende, the 5 and 6 miles the 11
to 13 miles large cuttings several embankment having been made and
several posts cbstructing roads removed to the side. £35 has been ex-

pended on this work.

(D) New Site.

(2)

New site is excellent. About whole area was cleared of grass and bush
and partly stumped ard a circﬁlar road made right round before July
1910 since then however cwing to labour all being recuired erecting
new bungalow most of ground became again over grown.

Since beginning of Decerber however the roads and paths almost [about?)
station have all been cleared again and are opered and large tract
thoroughly stumped and partly levelled. The Police have now a good

parade ground. The native Hospital police lines, boys houses, labourers
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houses, Dispensers house, 2 clerks quarters [as] well all erected
before July 1910, no new native houses have since been built.

Lines for ocourt messengers and gang drivers and native court clerk
house and office which were all marked out before July however have
not been finished and sites are ncw over grown. A new site was
selected by Honourable Provincial Cormissioner for prison on last
visit and chiefs promised £20 to clear it. It is now almost.fit to
to start building on.

Head 10. Miscellaneous.
(c)

(1) Two new rest houses were built early in year at Erriam, close to
telegraph and on main road Oloko Ikot Ekpene.

(2) At Amaeke Abam 4% miles along Bende Afikpo road and onle partly finished
at Ndebo about 9 miles fram Bende on Afikpo road on very excellent site
high ground above the town of Néebo. There are now or should be 56
Rest Houses in Bende District. The Honourable Provincial Cammissioner
ruled on his last visit care takers should be appointed to the main
rest houses at 10/- a month and Chiefs at Ogu Itu, Ndewo, Qmohia re—
ceive £2 per month for upkeep. The rest house at Ndewo has been re-
paired and new quarters for boys erected. The Ogu Itu Rest House is
excellent and trees and shrubs planted 2 years ago doing well, 3 lime
trees now bear fruit, there are also lot of good pine apples.

Head 10 Miscellaneous.

(E) Rest House. The Rest House a.t Ogu Itu - Markor swamp has partly been
cleared and thoroughly repaired and compound enlarged trees cut hills
and site for carriers huts marked out. This rest house will be most
useful in ra'ms.zo

(f) Social.

(1) The natives of Bende District are fairly civilized for 12 miles rounrd
Bende with exception of towns between Ndewo and Erriam partly Ibibio -

they are still very bush.



(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
9

81

Fetishism and cannibalism is still very prevalent, especially to west
and south. Further North and to east they do not appear to practice
cannibalism so much.

;I‘aking life through out is thought very little of, for very little
debt, or given people are killet:l.21

Slavery still practicable round Ezuakoli, Qmohia and Eber.

Bende town people and Abiriba are traders this [the rest?) agricultural
Abiriba and Ngodis are also good blacksmiths, and metal workers but
whether Aros or local men I am not sure.22

23
Akannu - Alayi - Ntiga tribes still warlike.

Marriage laws vary greatly dealt [between?] different tribes or areas.

! oo ;
Cost of dowry for a wife averages however from £8 to £15, latter

is higher price.

25
" Sgd. W. O. I. Corbham, Major

D.C. Bende 6/1/11.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS (1910 Report)

1.

10.

I cannot trace Akunemi; I think it is a typing error or misspelling
of one of the Alayi or Item villages. Amaogugu is shown on the map
as Amaguga. Umuobialla is an Isu-lkwu-Ato town a few miles east
of the town of Nonya.

Ngussi Edda (Ngusu Ada) is the senior town of the Ada tribe and in the
Afikpo district. Part of its territory bounds with that of Abiriba.

An "out chief" was a chief without a warrant. It was a criminal offence
for criminal cases to be heard by any person or tribunal except the
District or the Native Court and only chiefs with a government warrant
could sit on the bench of a native court. See also Note 7 on Annual
Report for 1912.

158 warrant chiefs may seem a large number but this meant that well
over half of the towns in the Bende district were without one.

"Fight' should I think be followed by 'shy of''. 'Cash" was the new
government money. Five shillings was the cost of a summons and con-
tinued to be so until after the Second World War.

This heading is out of place and should have been deleted.

The totals for criminal and for civil cases have been transposed.
The typist has queried the total for the civil and given the correct
total below in brackets. All the figures for the succeeding items
have been omitted like those for the District Court.

It was not the time but the cost of transport overland that was

critical.

There was no barter in Nigerian markets. Goods were bought and sold
in the normal manner.

"Last three weeks' should form the concluding words of the previous
paragraph.
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The same complaint was made in the 1911 report. The gist of it was
that the D.C. had been ordered to stop work on these roads until the
P.W.D. engineers had inspected them and decided how they should be
improved. The order was received in June at the beginning of the
rainy season and by the time the P.C. had countemmanded the order
any work that had already been done had been largely destroyed by
the rains.

Ikpe is probably Tkpe Tkot Nun. The 1910 map shows the Bende-

Ikot Ekpene district boundary as the Inyang River at this point,

which would place all the Ikpe towns and villages in the Ikot Ekpene
district but this rather suggests that the D.C. Bende still considered
it as being in his district.

Abiriba town is on the headwaters of the Igu River which is passable
in‘ its lower reaches for light cances. But I think the work contri-
buted by this town was further down on the Enyong around ard below
Makor Beach. The Abiriba were great traders who were established in
the markets of the Itu (Enyong) tribe, particularly the important
market of Okopedi.

Apart fram the "Enyong River" which was the official name at this
pericd for the Uduma River, all these names apply to the same river
which was called successively the Enyong Creek fram its junction

with the Cross River as far as Isu (Esul Itu-, then the Makor Creek
fram Isu Itu to Makor beach, then the Ikpe creek fram Makor beach to
Ikpe beach and thereafter Ihim or Inyang. Steel or other large cances
ocould be poled up it in the dry season but had to be paddled in the
rainy. I cannot trace Ikorada (Ikot Ada). Ikot is the Ibibio word
for bush and can be used for a settlement of any size fram a few houses
to a large town.

This was “"road (d)" referred to in the 1908 report and in Note 12 of
its camentary.

Macauley was a woman (vide Head 5c of the 1910 Harding Over notes),
as were all the prison food contractors.

This mutilated paragraph should read "are built in echelon. The
splendid vie~ is practically lost, each bungalow looking almost into
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24.

25,
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the next and the D.M.O.'s bungalow placed right in the centre of
the main bush road leading to Afikpo. The road will now have to be
diverted. It is also built on partly made up ground and has been
already sinking, on one side over 3 inches."

"Calabar curator" was the curator of the Botanical Garden, Calabar.
The names of these visitors have been amitted.

I think this should read "The rest house at Ogu Itu - Makor Swamp
has been partly cleaned and thoroughly repaired and the compound
has been enlarged, trees planted, outhouses and site for carriers
huts marked out,"

I think this means that people could be killed even for a debt.

The Item tribe should join Abiriba as traders. Both people as well
as same Chaffia and Abam towns (like Ndoji) were blacksmiths.

Akanu town of Ohaffia was at war with Umchiakoma town when the
Protectorate was established, hence their being placed respectively
in the Bende and Arochuku districts.

Dowry was the local temm for bride wealth.

The signature should read W.A.C. Cockburn.
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Pende District - Notes of Inspection on by H.P.C.

(Mc. H. Bedwell) dated 6th December, 1911.

I arrived at Bende from Okigwi on Sth December. The whole road is bad
but the portion fram Ozuakoli is extremely so. This appears to be realised
too well by the District Officers as the town o'f Ozuakoli has had very
little attention in the last twelve months. It was not until my arrival
there was anything done in spite of the Policeman sent out to have the Rest
House put in proper order. The latter is an apology for one and all the out-
houses are broken down.

Held a meeting with the Ozuakoli in the evening and discussed the build-
ing of a proper Rest House. They said they were quite ready to build one if
the D.C. would show them what is required. This should be done at an early
date.

2. Major Cockburn informs me that the road has not been repaired since the
wet season but portions of it looked to me as if a path had never been made.
I should like the Major's suggestions as to an alternative route to this
place. It is of considerable importance I think to have a gocd connection
with it, on account of the very suspicious nature of the Ozuakoli market.

3. Bende Native Courts have roughly £800 on credit. I should like Major
Cockburn to send me a road programe for the dry seascn. The Okigwi road
must be put in order to Qmobiala boundary. ‘

4. A ruling book will be started. I have explained the nature of it and
vill issue further instructions.

5. A fair cash book of each Mative Court should be kept at District Head-
quarters. This has also been explained.

7. I do not like the site suggested for a European Cemetary, I have
arranged with Major Cockburn to extend the area of the Station. A site
should be selected by the M.0. and D.C. on its southern boundar:y.l The site

chosen for the new prison is an excellent one, but the prison should have

.



been transferred long ago (vide para. 12 of Mr. Fosbery's notes in October
1910). I must say that I expected to find all quarters from the old site
transferred by now, this rust be pushed on by Major Cockburn's successor.
8. Money is required under Item 52 Hd. 8 - Conveyance of Specie - at this
station. There is no ink which is the case in other districts. I should
like to know the reason of this fram my office.

10. A new Departmental vote Expenditure Book is required to be opened for
1912. Only the headings should be put in this for each R.1E. as received
and in order in which they are received. This book is not intended to be a
copy of the Estimates for the year.

£40 has just been received for General Carriers, this has already been ex-
pended and I have wired Calabar to send a further £20.

11. A colum must be made in the Intelligence Book in which the heading
‘visited' and the date of every visit paid to the town initialled by the
Officer paying it must be entered.

12. I visited the prison with Major Cockburn. There were 111 prisoners,
100 of whom were convicted, 10 unconvicted and one female prisoner uncon-
victed.

13. There was one cawplaint as to the food not being sufficient. I find

86

that no fish or meat is supplied by the contractor. The contract is for 3d..

per diem per prisoner and it must be a very paying contract under these con-
ditions. I think that an extra fish ration should be given to the end of
the year and bought from Native Court funds. The new contract as from the
1st January must include fish throughout the year. Major Cockburn informs
me that it will have to be at 4d. per prisoner for the first six months

and 3d. for the other. Dr. Macdonald states that they have done very well
without fish or meat and that he has not asked for the latter which more—
over is very difficult to get in this distri(:t.2

14. There should be no stick of any kind left in the cells. Latrine pans

should only be put there at night and taken out in the rorning, though in
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ane cell T found a stick quite large enough for the prisoners to knock down
a wall or do any other damage they might wish. -

16. I spent 1% hours over the District Water Supply in this Station with
Major Cockburn. The one I went first to is known as ‘'B'; the water is said
to be unfit for Buropeans to drink. It will at any rate furnish a most ex-
cellent washing place for the Native Staff and also, further down again for
the prisoners and will give a large supply of drinking water to the natives.
The present open drains should be covered with sand and a sand filter bed
made where the water issues. In the same way at Water No. 1 a reservoir
should be made with an outlet having a tap which can be locked. A little
cement and brickwork is all that is required for both these systems. A

bricklayer should be sent to this Station also a brick press. I understand

that there has been some discussion about the latter. Whatever the result
of this another one should be sent up as soon as possible as this and other
works are waiting for it.

17. I found that the telegrach clerk was 7d. wrong in stamps which he has
refunded. He has no safe and not even a cash box to put his money or stamps
in. The D.C. will please see that both stamcs and money are taken into the
Treasury Safe every night and cdelivered back to him the next morning until

such time as I can send up a safe. A small safe must be sent up as early as

possible in January next. The office also requires a clock.

18. Held a meeting of nearly 2 hours with 79 Chiefs fram 30 towns. The
principle of granting warrants for each town of importance was explained to
them. They seemed to think they all ought to have one.

19. A camplaint was made against Alayi Town which requires enquiry by the

District Cammissioner. I pramised the Bende Chiefs that the old site would

be retumed to them in exchange for the new station site extended as pro-
posed and arranged with Major Cockburn. I further stated that ground in
addition for a prison farm was required and that payment would be down for
the use of it. The ground to revert to the Chiefs when not so required.

20. The rubber plants on the old site are to be preserved and looked after.
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List of Native Staff - Bende 1911.

Name Rank Date of Salary Per Remarks
T aopt. Month
ERvsiady
1. William Esilfie Dist. Clk. 3.22: 3. 6 8 4
2. M.J. Scott Interpreter 9.12. 9. 2 - - i
3. Morinkwe ) 7o 2 - - 3 mths. proba-
tion from
1,7.11.

4. John Martin Y 1. 7.2, 2 - - & o o
S.
6. Dickson Dist. Carpenter - 4 - -
7. F.A. Lampson Dispenser 1. 1. 4. 6 6 8
8. M. Pepple Office Boy 18. 7. 4. - 15 -
- Abun Kit House Boy l - -
10. Beauty y: i 1 = =
11. George " " l - ~
12. Obena Hosp. Messenger Pt o
13. L.J. Reed Prison Warder 4 5 -
14. Miss L. Ekanem e Matron 2 - -
15-24. 10 Gangdrivers at 1 10 - each.

Police :
227. Sam Wiss Corporal 219 5
310. Lawain Amnbiuja £ 219 5
155. Uku 1st C/C. 29 1
129. Usim Okodi 2 2 1 4
321. Onyeama Inheodi e 2 1 4
62. Obara Okodi 3rd * 110 =

(and 8 others)
Total Police 14.

15 R.A. Addoe School Master Oloko 516 8

11 Labours £1. 5. -. and rest 19/6.

George Archibong C.N.C. Bende 4.11. 9. 4 - -
L.J. Shaw "  Omhia 10. 5..7. 5. 10 -
A. Ojiogu * ° Oloko 4 - -
Iruobam Jurmbo i Ebem 4 - -
L. Djong Clerk (Ikpi) 2 - -
L. Adegun Tel. Clerk 3 - -
Jonathan Lineman 2 - -
Alabi g 115 -
Gari Ass. Lineman SRR
Bujianu Mail runner 1 26
Unabuo n - L 2.v6
Henry N.C. Intp. Berde 2 = =
Wachuku g " Qrobia 2 = =
Jonah ' " Ebem 110 -

N.C. Messengers.
(14. 1.5. 1.2.6., 1.2.6., rest El.)
Cance Boys
[ nothing recorded.)
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ABBREVIATIONS

Government

P.C.

H.P.C.

D.C.

A.D.C.

Ag. D.C.

D.M.O.

D.D.S.

I. of P;

P.W.D.
S.N.R.
C.S.M.
M.P.
N.A.

R.I.E.

T.D.R.

pP.I.

N.S.
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GLOSSARY AND GAZETTEER

Provincial Camissioner. An officer in charge of a pmvmoe,
formally addressed as

Honourable Provincial Camissioner. Title later changed to
Resident and the Honourable dropped.

District Comissioner. 2n officer in charge of a district or
of this seniority. Title later changed to District Officer.

Assistant District Commissioner. A junior officer subordinate to

a D.C. Title later changed to Assistant District Officer.

Acting District Carmissioner. An A.D.C. when acting as a D.C.
and in charge of a district.

District Medical Officer. A medical officer who was a quali-
fied medical doctor who was in charge of the health of a
district and its officers and officials.

Deputy Director of Surveys. The second ranking officer of the
Department of Surveys. :

Inspector of Prisons. A senior officer of the Prisons Depart-
ment.

The Public Works Department.

Southern Nigeria Regiment.

Campany Sergeant Major. .

A memorandum.

Mative Aéministration.

A requisition to incur experditure. A document signed by the
P.C. or a senior officer of other goverrment departments

authorising the experditure of goverrment roney.

A treasury deposit receipt. A receipt for money paid into a
government treasury.

Preliminary Investigation. A judicial enquiry into a murder
or other serious crime and the depositions taken at it.

" Mative Seaff. Subordinate staff Who were African and who,

when Native acquired a dercgatory meaning, were defined as
African Staff.




Missions

N.D.P.
C.S.M.

M.M.

R.C.M.
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The Church Missionary Society. (Anglican)
The Niger Delta Pastorate. A branch of the C.M.S.
The Church of Scotland Mission.

The Methodist Mission, originally P.M.M., Primitive Methodist
Mission.

The Raman Catholic Missian.

The Kwa (or Qua) Ibo mission was never referred to by its initial letters.

LOCAL ENGLISH USKGE

beach

bush

cap gun

cockshy

chop

dowry

district
factory
flog

gang driver
hotel

Jjuju

Criginally the riverside site where the agencies of overseas
trading firmms which were located an hulks moored in the river
kept their casks while these were being filled with palm oil.
When these agencies moved inland, a beach was that part of the
factory comound set aside for the African middlewamen who
traded with the fim to bulk their oil in the drums provided
by the fimm.

A servent (who was always male).

In pidcin English a translation of ohia, the Ibo word for wild
unfarred land and its inhabitants (anu chia), the opposite to
cultivaeted land, damestic animals and reasonzble civilized
people, and as such a term of abuse. In govermment slang it
referred to the hinterland and its officers as opposed to the
Protectorate headcuarters and esgecially the secretariat and
its officers.

A rmzzle loading rusket in which the flint and steel sparking -
mechanisn had been replaced by a hammer and a gunpowder cap.

A temporary survey beacon.
Food, and when used as a verb, to eat.
A present given to anyone who had performed a service for one.

Bride price. Wsalth given by the family of the groam to the
bride's family which established a valid contract of marriage.

A subdivision of a province, later known as a division.
A trading establislment of an expatriate firm.

To hit or strike a person.

A priscn warder below the grade of 1lst class.

A place vhere e could get a meal but not any sleeping
accamodation.

Supernatural power or any person or thing believed to possess
it.
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pﬂam A discussion and, by extension, a dispute.
tie-tie Locally made cord or rope.
town A politically coherent group of villages which in same cases

could be called a snall tribe (e.g. Bende), in others a sub-
division of a tribe (e.g. Uzuakoli).

GAZETTEER

The spelling of' Eastemn Nigerian names is very variable. Early acministrators
who had no written material to guice them recorded what they thought they heard
They preferred the vowel o to the conterporary u (Qmo for Umu) and had Giffi-
culty with many of the endings (e.g. the Ibibio -rong). There was also the
hazard of typing errors (e.g. Isingu for Isiugu). One can only guess at some
of the place names and admit camplete defeat for a few others. I have listed
below in the first colum the names as they occur in the reports and notes,

in the secord the name given to the same place in the map of 1910, in the
third colum the name as it appears in later documents (e.g. the 1953 census)
while the fourth gives its tribal or other affiliations. The bracket en-
closes the name of its Native Court area where this can be deduced; "District”
applies to position before 1914, "Divisicn" to thereafter. Qm (Um) is an
Ibo prefix meaning children or descendants. .

Aba (Aba) Rba Aba A Southern Ngwa village and H.Q. of.
the district of this name.

Afixpo (Afikpo) Afikpo Afikpo A Cross River Ibo tribe and H.Q. of
the district of this name g

Abama (Oloko) Abzra Fbaza A village of N. Otoro tribs, Anang
Ibibio, transferred to Ikot Expene
district.

Abayi (Oloko) Abayi Abayi A village of the Ngwa Uxu sub tribe
of Ngwa tribe, now in 2ba division..

Abiriba (Ebem) Abiriba Pbiriba A tribe of Cross River Iro.

Akanu (Ebem) Akano Akanu A town of Chaffia tribe of Cross
River Ibo. _

Akwang - Alcwangu The senior vi_liage Item tribe,

AXwango Isu/Item Ibo.

Akwete Akwete Akwete A town of the Ndokki tribe of S.
Ibo on the Lo~er Imo River.

Akunemi Not traced.

Alacha (Olako) = Abiako A village of the Ahiakpo section

Alacha N. Otoro tribe, Anang Ibibio.

£z

Transferred to Ikot Ekpene district

Alai = Alayi The Alayi tribe of Isu/Item Ibo.
Alayi
Aliyd




Amachi (Oloko)  Amachi

Amaititi (Qnohia) -

Amalum -

Amango =
Amaogugu (Qmohia) Amaguga
Ameke -

3 Amaeke:
Amibo (Qmohia) Amibo

Amors (Oloko) o

Amorro
Anewva =
Atcha Atcha
Azu Abam Azu Abam
Azuakoli Ozuakoli
Ezuakoli
Azumini Azumini
Arochuku "Aro chuku
Aro Aro
Bende Berde
Berde Ofufa Bende Offufa
(Olcko)
Benin Benin
Bibiankere e
(Olcko)
Bonny Bonny

Amachi

Amaetiti

? Amaogbu

Ameke

Pmeke

Amuru

Atcha

Ozu Abam
Uzuakoli
Azumini’

Arochuku

Berde
Moente

Benin
? IDbiokene

Bonny
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A town of the Nsulu subtribe Ngwa
tribe now in Aba division.

The camon name of the villages of
Umezike and Umda Ofeme of the
Umhu subtribe Ohuhu tribe of
Chuhu/Ngwa Tho.

Not traced.

A village of the Abam tribe of
Cross River Ibo.

A town of Umhu subtribe Chuhu trikx
of Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

1. Second ranking village of Item
tribe Isu/Item Ibo.

2. A town of Abam tribe. Cross
River Ibo.

A town of the bakala tribe of
Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A town of the Ibere tribe of Ngwa
Iro.

Not traced.

A town of Isu ikwu ato tribe of
Isu Item/ibo in Okigwe District.

A town of the Abam tribe of Cross
River Ino.

A town of Uuimenyi section of Isu
ikwu ato tribe Isu/Item Ibo.

A town of Ndokki tribe of Ibo on
Aba River.

A tribe of Cross River Ibo ard H.Q.
of the district of the same nane.

Abbreviation for the above.

A tribs of Ghuhu/Ngwa Ibo and H.Q.
of the district of the same name.

A town of the Nkalu tribe of N.
Ibibio now in Ikot Ekpene division.

The city and state. Also the H.C.
of the district of the same name in
the Central Province.

A village of the Nkalu tribe N.
Ibibio now in the Ikot Ekpene
division.

An Eastern Ijo state and Oil
Rivers port.



Dinkere =
Ebemn (Ebem) Ebem Ebem
Ekenga (Omohia) - Ikenga
Ekitola - Etiti Ulo
Ekperi Erriam Ekperi Ekperi
(Oloko) °
Eme Eme Eme
Enyon Enyong Creek Enyong
Enyong Creek Creek
Enyong River Enyong River Uduma river
Erriam (Olcoko) Erriam Arriam
Ezuku Ezuko Eze uku

Ekpi Ikorigun Ikpe Ikot Nkun Ikpe Ikot

Nkun
Ibeku (Qmohia) Ibeku Ibeku
Ibere (Olcko) - Ibere
Iberre Iberre Ibere
Ibilunta (Oloko) Ibelenta Iberenta
Ibong (Oloko) = Ibong
Ibono (Oloko) Imono Ibono
Igu River Igu Igu
The (Oloko) = Thie
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Principal tovwn of the Efik tribe,
originally known as Old Calabar

to distinguish it fram New Calabar,
vho are now known as the Kalabari
tribe and state of the Eastern Ijo.

The port of the sare name and the
H.Q. of the Eastern Province.

Not traced.

A town of the Chaffia tribe of
Cross River Ibo.

A town of the Umhu subtribe of
Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A village of the Bende tribe of
Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A town which with Arriam and Usaka
formed a subtribe of Isuorgu tribe
of OChuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

An eastern tributary of the Imo R.
A river called by the Ibibio Enyong

and by the Ibo Inyang. Creek
defined its navigable section.

A northern tributary of the above.
A town which with Usaka and Ekperi
formed a subtribe of Isvorgu tribe
of Ohuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A town of the Alayi tribe of Isu/
Item Ibo.

A town of the Ikpe tribe of E.
Ibibio in the Ikot Ekpene district.

A tribe of the Ohuhu/Ngwa Ibo.
A tribe of the Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.
A tribe of the Isu/Item Ibo.

A town of the Ibere tribe of Chuhu/
Ngwa Ibo.

A village group of Northern Otoro
tribe Anang Ibibio transferred
to Ikot Ekpene district.

A village of Nkalu tribe N. Ibibio
now in Ikot Ekpene division.

A northern tributary of Inyang River

A town of Ngwa Uku subtribe Ngwa
tribe now in Aba division.



Thim River
Thym River

Idui River

Tkpi

Ikot Otu (Oloko)

Iku stream

Ino River

Imama (Olcko)

Ikot Ada

Ikot Ekpene

Isingu (Ebem)

Isingu (Qmohia)

Iso

Isi Itu
Isu Itu
Item

Itu

Itu

Idey

Imono

Ikot Ekxpene

Isiugu

Isingu

Esu Itu

Itu

Itu

Inyang

Ideyi

Ikot Otu

Iku or

Irono

Ikot Ekpene

' Isiugu

Isingu
Isu ikwu
ato

Esuk Itu

Iten

Itu (Enyong)

Itu (Mbuzo)
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The name of the Enyong River above
Ikpe beach.

A northem tributary of the Inyang
River.

1. The Ikpe tribe of E. Ibibio in
Ikot Ekpene district.

2. Ikpe (or Tkpi) beach at navi-
gable limit of Inyang/Enyong
River in Bende district.

3. Tkpe Creek or Ikpe/Makor Creek,
the Inyang/Enyong River above
Esuk Itu beach up to Ikpe beach.

Town of N. Otoro tribe Anang Ibibio
transferred to Ikot Ekpene district.

An eastern tributary of Imo River.

A large river leading to the port of

A villaze of Nkalu tribe of North-
ern Ibibio now in Ikot Expene divi-
sion.

Not traced.

A town of N. Otoro tribe of Anang
Ibibio and the H.Q. of the district
of this name.

A village of Ghaffia tribe of Cross
River Ido.

A town of Umuhu subtribe of Chuhu
tribe of Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A tribe of Isu/Item Ibo divided
between Okigwe and Bende districts.

The beach (Esuk) on Enyong Creek
where traffic fram Itu on the
Cross River disembarked for Aro-~
chuku station.

A tribe of Isu/Item Ibo.

Small N. Ibibio tribe at junction
of Enyong with the Cross River and
transit station for traffic fram
Calabar going to Ikot Ekpene,
Arochuxu ard Bende districts.

A small N. Ibibio tribe on route
fram Arochuku to Bende distin-
guished fram Itu (Enyong) by addi-
tion of Mbuuzo.



Iyila (Oloko)

Kwa Ibo River

Makor

Makor swamp

Mfre stream

Mpurume (Bende)
Ndebi (Ebem)
Ndenkere (Bende)
Ndero (Oloko)

Ndoro

Ndewo (Bende)

Mdogi (Ebem)
Nenu (Oloko)
Ngussi
Nkpa
Nonya

Noyah
Npuru (Ebem)

Ntalaka (Bende)
Ntalakwu

' Nteron

Ntigha (Oloko)

Iyila

Kwa Ibo

Uferu

Qmpone

Ndioru

Ndewe

Ndogi

Nkpa

Nonya

Ibalaka

Ntigha

Iyila

Kwa Ibo

Mako or
Idere

Nfro

Ukpom
bldiebg i

? Ndiokereke
Ndioru

Ndivo (in
Ibo) or
tbuyat (in
Ibibio)

Ndioji

Nenu

\qusu

Nkpa

Nonya

Nkporo

Ntalakwu

Ntigha
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A village of Ibere tribe Chuhu/
Ngwa Ibo.
Principal river of the Ibibio
hinterland and slave traders' name
for Anang Ibibio.

A N. Ibibio tribe in Arochuku
district.

Low ground between Igu and Uduma
rivers where they join the Enyong/
Inyang River.

An eastern tributary of Iro River.

An Aro village in Bende tribal
territory on road to Oloko.

A village of Abam tribe Cross
River Ibo.

An Aro village in Bende territory.
A town of Ibere tribe OChuhu/tigwa
Ibo.

A town of Itu PMbduzo tribe of N.
Ibibio’ .

A town of the Abam tribe Cross
River Ibo.

A town of Mbooko Umanunu subtribe
of Ngwa tribe now in Aba division.

Parent town of Ada (Edda) tribe of
Cross River Ibo in Afikpo district.

A toom of Umuimenyi section of Isu
ikwu ato tribe.

A town of Isu-ikwu-ato tribe Isu/
Item Ibo in Okigwe division.

A tribe of Ada group of Cross
River Ibo.

An Ibo speaking town incorporated
into the Itu Mbuzo tribe of N.
Ibibio. :

Not traced.

A subtribe of the Ngwa tribe now in
Aba division.



Oiwe (Oloko) Okwe
Olcko Oloko
Qmanamox (Onanaor
Qrequ (Oloko) -

Qmagu (Gmohia) -

Qmoawa (Qmohia) -

Qmoagungorli =
(Qmohia)

Qmobialla -

Qnodiawa L Qmodiawa
(Gmchia)

Qnoesseama Eziama
(Oloko)

Qmogi (Oloko) arogi

Gmohia (Qmohia) Qmohia

Qnohu (Qmohia) -
Qrohu

Goohunta (Gmohia) Qmohunter
Qmohunter

Qmo isieke Isieke
(Cmohia)

Qmokarbia (Qmohia) -

Qrokata (Oloko)

Qrongaghi Qrongashi
(Qmohia)

Okwe

Oloko

Onanamong

? Umgo

Umagu

Eziama

Proji

Umahia

Unuhu
Umuhu
Umhu nta

Isieke

Unukabia
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A town of Oboro tribe of Qmhu/
Ngwa Ibo.

A town of Isworgu tribe of Chuhu/
Ngwa Ibo and site of Native Court
of this name.

A town of Itu Mouzo tribe N.
Ibibio.

A town of the Isworgu tribe of
Ohuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A town of the Umuhu subtribe
Ohuhu tribe of Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A subdivision of Okaiuka subtribe
of the Ohuhu tribe Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A village of Unegwu town of
Qkaiuka subtribe Ohuhu tribe.

A town of the Isu-ikwu-ato tribe of
Isu/Item Ibo.

A village of the Umhu subtribe of
the Ohuhu tribe.

A town of the Ntigha sub tribe of
the Ngwa tribe.

A town of hgwa Ukusubtribe Ngwa

A town of the Olokoro tribe Ohuhu/
Ngwa Ibo and site of Native Court
of this name.

1. A subtribe of the Chuhu tribe.
2. A tribe of the Isu/Item Ibo.

A village of Ndure town Ibeku
tribe Onuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A town of the Ibeku tribe of
Chuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

A village of Okaiuka subtribe
Chuhu tribe.

1. A village of Okaiuka subtribe
of the Ohuhu tribe.

2. A tovn of the Mbosi subtribe.
Ngwa tribe.

A village of Umuhu subtribe Ohuhu
tribe.
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Qronwanwan (Qmohia)  Quowenwan Ummwanwan A town of the Umokpara subtribe

Ohuhu tribe.

Omookalla (Gmohia) = Umokoroala A village of Umegwu town Oxaiuka
subtribe Chuhu tribe.

Qropara (Qmohia) Qmopara Umiokpara A subtribe of Ghuhu tribe.

Qmosu (Oloko) Qmosu Umaosu A town of Nsulu subtribe Ngwa tribe

Qrougo (Oloko) = Umgo A tribe of the Isuorgu tribe of
Chuhu/Ngwa.

Qmozike (Qmohia) Qmsieke Umezike An Ofeme village of Umhu subtribe
Ohuhu tribe.

Onicha Onicha Onicha Senior town of Udboma tribe

Onitsha Isuama Ibo, in Okigwi district.

Onitsha nitsha Onitsha  N. Ibo town on the Lower Niger, and

H.Q. of the district of the same
nae in the Central Province.

Opobo Opobo Opobo E. Ijo state and port on the Lower
Iro- HQ of the district of the
same name.

Osa (Qmohia) Osa Osa A town of the Ibeku tribe OChuhu/
Ngwa Ibo.

Osaka (Oloko) Osaka Usaka Um A village of Usaka group of

ofo Arrian/Usaka subtribe of Isuorgu

tribe of Ohuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

Ossuku (Oloko) Asaka Usaka Uxu The senior village of the Usaka
group of the above subtribe.

Osusu (Oloko) Osusa Osusu A town of the Ngwa Uku subtribe of
the Ngwa tribe.

Overa Ovum Ovim A town of the Isu ikwu ato tribe

0 of the Isu/Item Ibo.
Owerri ‘ Owerri Owerri A town of the Oratta tribe of S.

Ibo and the H.Q. of the district
of this name.

Owerri Nta Owerri Nta O~erri Nta A town of the Southern Ngwa tribe.

in Aba district.
Owewanwan (Qmohia) See Qrowanwan

Ozuakoli Ozuakoli Uzuakoli A town of the Umimenyi section
Azuakoli of the Isu-ikwu-ato tribe.
Ezuakoli

Ozuitem Ozuitem Ozu Item A tribe originally part of the

Item tribe. Isu/Item Ibo.

Sapele Sapele Sapele An Urhobo Edo town. Warri dis-
trict. Central Province.




Ude (Omohia)

Ududi [a misspel-
ling of Udi?)

Ugueke

Ugunkpa

Umudike

Ude

Udi

Ugueke

Ude

Ugwueke

Umuahia

Ugwu

Urudike

29

A town in Ofeme group of Umuhu
subtribe of Ohuhu tribe.

A town of Abaja tribe of Northem
Ibo and H.Q. of district of this
name in the Central Province.

A town of the Alayi tribe of Isu/
Item Ibo.

1. Umahia (Omohia) town of
Olokoro tribe.

2. Umuahia (Omohia) Native Court.

3. Umahia railway station and
township in the area of the
Ibeku tribe Ohuhu/Ngwa Ibo.

An offshoot of Nkpa town
Umuimenyi group Isu-ikwu-ato
tribe Isu/Item Ibo.

A town of the Oboro tribe of
Ohuhu/Ngwa Ibo.
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Map II : The Central and Eastern Provinces of Southern Nigeria.
1910

Compiled under the authority of his Excellency Sir Walter
Egerton KCMG, Governor and Commander-in-Chief,

by Captain W.H. Beverley, Intelligence Officer, Southern

v Nigeria.
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Map I : Lagos and Southern Nigeria (part of)

Compiled in the Topographical Section:
General Staff, 1905
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